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Skin cancer is the most common type of cancer in the US, the UK and possibly other areas of the world.  Scientists and medical doctors do not fully understand the cause of skin cancer.  However, there are certain factors that seem to increase one’s chance of contracting skin cancer. The primary risk factor for most skin cancer is suggested to be the exposure to the ultraviolet light of sunshine.  Some other factors that may increase one’s risk of getting skin cancer are having fair skin that burns easily, a family history of skin cancer, having had severe sunburn as a child, having many moles or freckles on one’s skin, using a sunbed and getting older.  Some skin cancers like squamous cell carcinoma and basal cell carcinoma are more common in people over the age of 60 and very rare in children.  “Risk factors” are just that: factors that scientists and/or doctors have found to possibly increase one’s risk of getting a disease such as skin cancer.  Yet, many people with the so-called “risk factors” of skin cancer never get skin cancer.  

Today, it is very common to hear people speak of and write about the cause of a disease from a physical, mental, emotional, energetic and spiritual level.  This paper will explore the spiritual aspect of skin cancer, specifically from a biblical perspective.

From a biblical perspective, skin cancer and all disease is created by Yaweh and healed by Yaweh either directly or indirectly through Yeshua (Jesus) or through one of His appointed servants.  It is one’s faith in Yaweh that makes him well. (The original Hebrew name for God is yodh heh vav heh or YHWH.  It is the distinctive personal name of the God of Israel in the Hebrew scriptures. Throughout this paper, I will use the word Yahweh, a transliterated form of His name.)
Exodus 15:26 "If you will diligently hearken to the voice of the LORD your God, and do that which is right in his eyes, and give heed to his commandments and keep all his statutes, I will put none of the diseases upon you which I put upon the Egyptians; for I am the LORD, your healer."  

Psalms 103:4 “…who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases…” 

Proverbs 3:5-8 Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD, and turn away from evil. It will be healing to your flesh and refreshment to your bones.

Proverbs 4:20-22 My  son, be attentive to my words; incline your ear to my sayings. Let them not escape from your sight; keep them within your heart. For they are life to him who finds them, and healing to all his flesh.

Hosea 6:1 “Come, and let us return to the Lord; For he has torn us to pieces, and he will heal us; He has injured us, And he will bind up our wounds.”  

Matthew 4:23-24 Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and preaching the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every infirmity among the people.  So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, and paralytics, and he healed them. 

Matthew 10:1 and 10:8 And he called to his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every disease and every infirmity. … “Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons. You received without paying, give without pay.”  

Mark 5:25-34 And there was a woman who had had a flow of blood for twelve years, and who had suffered much under many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was no better but rather grew worse.   She had heard the reports about Jesus, and came up behind him in the crowd and touched his garment.  For she said, "If I touch even his garments, I shall be made well."  And immediately the hemorrhage ceased; and she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease.  And Jesus, perceiving in himself that power had gone forth from him, immediately turned about in the crowd, and said, "Who touched my garments?" And his disciples said to him, "You see the crowd pressing around you, and yet you say, `Who touched me?'"   And he looked around to see who had done it.  But the woman, knowing what had been done to her, came in fear and trembling and fell down before him, and told him the whole truth.  And he said to her, "Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease."

Acts 3:16 “And his name, by faith in his name, has made this man strong whom you see and know; and the faith which is through Jesus has given the man this perfect health in the presence of you all.”
Skin disease is often referenced in the bible.  A common skin disease found in the bible is “leprosy”.  According to the available research, the leprosy disease that is spoken of in today’s medical field is not the same “leprosy” that is written about in the bible. Leprosy, also known as Hansen's disease, is a chronic infectious disease that primarily affects the skin, the peripheral nerves, the upper respiratory tract, and the eyes. “Leprosy” in the bible actually refers to a wide range of skin diseases and usually some sort of malignant skin disease not necessarily Hansen’s disease.  It appears that the translators used the English word “leprosy” which originates from the Latin word lepros, meaning defilement, to replace the Hebrew word “tsara`ath.”  Tsara’ath is defined as a malignant skin disease or may literally be translated as a "surface infection" and can be a skin infection that appears as welts on a person’s body. The word tsara`ath is also used in the bible to describe mildew or mold in a house or on the clothes of a person.  [image: image1.wmf]QuickTime™ and a
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 is the modern Hebrew word for “leprosy” or tsara’ath.  The ancient Hebrew that it was derived from is shown below.

(Hebrew is read from right to left.  So, for the Hebrew word above the letter furthest to the right is the first pictograph below called the Tsad.)

Name+Ancient Picture+Description
Ancient Meaning

 Tsad [image: image2.png]



Man on his side


Wait, Chase, Snare, Hunt

 Rosh[image: image3.png]



Head of a man


First, Top, Beginning
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Eye




Watch, Know, Shade
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   Crossed sticks

   Mark, Sign, Signature
One may suggest that skin cancer may be included in the range of malignant skin diseases that “leprosy” or tsara’ath represent in the bible.  The typical clinical presentations of the three main skin cancers are similar to the descriptions of skin lesions in Leviticus 13 and in other areas of the bible.  The three major skin cancers are basal cell carcinoma, squamous cell carcinoma and malignant melanoma.  

Basal cell carcinoma may present itself in various ways on the skin.  However, the most common description is that it begins as a small red/pink, shiny/pearly white lump which is often dome shaped.  It may display prominent engorged vessels on the surface and a central ulcer.  It usually grows very slowly.  In time, the nodule may crust over, ulcerate and/or bleed periodically.  It may look like a small, inflamed crater with a raised edge.  BCC rarely metastasizes but it invades healthy tissue.  If left untreated it may grow locally and damage nearby structures.  For example, a BCC may cause erosion of the nose or ear.  

Basal Cell Carcinoma

Squamous cell carcinoma is typically found on the face, generally on or around the ears and lips.  It usually begins as a red papule or plaque with a small crusted or scaly surface.  It may become nodular and possibly have a warty surface.  Like BCC, it may also uclerate and/or bleed from time to time.  SCC may grow larger and deeper creating damage to nearby structures.  It may completely destroy a nose or ear if left untreated.  It may also metastasize to other areas of the body.  However, this is uncommon in the early stages.

Squamous Cell Carcinoma
Malignant melanoma is the skin cancer that is most likely to metastasize.  It typically starts as a small dark patch on the skin.  The shape of it is often uneven and asymmetrical.  The borders are generally jagged and not smooth or well defined.  The pigmentation is often not uniform.  It may have several shades of brown or black.  Its size is usually larger than an average mole and it continues to grow.  However, some melanomas are not dark and do not have the typical characteristics.  As the melanoma grows in the skin it may itch, crust, ulcerate and/or bleed.

Malignant Melanoma

Leviticus13 

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, "When a man has on the skin of his body a swelling or an eruption or a bright spot, and it turns into a leprous disease on the skin of his body, then he shall be brought to Aaron the priest or to one of his sons the priests, and the priest shall examine the diseased spot on the skin of his body; and if the hair in the diseased spot has turned white and the disease appears to be deeper than the skin of his body, it is a leprous disease; when the priest has examined him he shall pronounce him unclean.  But if the spot is white in the skin of his body, and appears no deeper than the skin, and the hair in it has not turned white, the priest shall shut up the diseased person for seven days; and the priest shall examine him on the seventh day, and if in his eyes the disease is checked and the disease has not spread in the skin, then the priest shall shut him up seven days more; and the priest shall examine him again on the seventh day, and if the diseased spot is dim and the disease has not spread in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him clean; it is only an eruption; and he shall wash his clothes, and be clean.  But if the eruption spreads in the skin, after he has shown himself to the priest for his cleansing, he shall appear again before the priest; and the priest shall make an examination, and if the eruption has spread in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is leprosy.

"When a man is afflicted with leprosy, he shall be brought to the priest; and the priest shall make an examination, and if there is a white swelling in the skin, which has turned the hair white, and there is quick raw flesh in the swelling, it is a chronic leprosy in the skin of his body, and the priest shall pronounce him unclean; he shall not shut him up, for he is unclean.  And if the leprosy breaks out in the skin, so that the leprosy covers all the skin of the diseased person from head to foot, so far as the priest can see, then the priest shall make an examination, and if the leprosy has covered all his body, he shall pronounce him clean of the disease; it has all turned white, and he is clean.  But when raw flesh appears on him, he shall be unclean.  And the priest shall examine the raw flesh, and pronounce him unclean; raw flesh is unclean, for it is leprosy.  But if the raw flesh turns again and is changed to white, then he shall come to the priest, and the priest shall examine him, and if the disease has turned white, then the priest shall pronounce the diseased person clean; he is clean.

"And when there is in the skin of one's body a boil that has healed, and in the place of the boil there comes a white swelling or a reddish-white spot, then it shall be shown to the priest; and the priest shall make an examination, and if it appears deeper than the skin and its hair has turned white, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is the disease of leprosy, it has broken out in the boil.  But if the priest examines it, and the hair on it is not white and it is not deeper than the skin, but is dim, then the priest shall shut him up seven days; and if it spreads in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is diseased.  But if the spot remains in one place and does not spread, it is the scar of the boil; and the priest shall pronounce him clean.

"Or, when the body has a burn on its skin and the raw flesh of the burn becomes a spot, reddish-white or white, the priest shall examine it, and if the hair in the spot has turned white and it appears deeper than the skin, then it is leprosy; it has broken out in the burn, and the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is a leprous disease.  But if the priest examines it, and the hair in the spot is not white and it is no deeper than the skin, but is dim, the priest shall shut him up seven days, and the priest shall examine him the seventh day; if it is spreading in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is a leprous disease.  But if the spot remains in one place and does not spread in the skin, but is dim, it is a swelling from the burn, and the priest shall pronounce him clean; for it is the scar of the burn.

"When a man or woman has a disease on the head or the beard, the priest shall examine the disease; and if it appears deeper than the skin, and the hair in it is yellow and thin, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is an itch, a leprosy of the head or the beard.  And if the priest examines the itching disease, and it appears no deeper than the skin and there is no black hair in it, then the priest shall shut up the person with the itching disease for seven days, and on the seventh day the priest shall examine the disease; and if the itch has not spread, and there is in it no yellow hair, and the itch appears to be no deeper than the skin, then he shall shave himself, but the itch he shall not shave; and the priest shall shut up the person with the itching disease for seven days more; and on the seventh day the priest shall examine the itch, and if the itch has not spread in the skin and it appears to be no deeper than the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him clean; and he shall wash his clothes, and be clean.  But if the itch spreads in the skin after his cleansing, then the priest shall examine him, and if the itch has spread in the skin, the priest need not seek for the yellow hair; he is unclean.  But if in his eyes the itch is checked, and black hair has grown in it, the itch is healed, he is clean; and the priest shall pronounce him clean.

"When a man or a woman has spots on the skin of the body, white spots, the priest shall make an examination, and if the spots on the skin of the body are of a dull white, it is tetter that has broken out in the skin; he is clean.

"If a man's hair has fallen from his head, he is bald but he is clean. And if a man's hair has fallen from his forehead and temples, he has baldness of the forehead but he is clean.  But if there is on the bald head or the bald forehead a reddish-white diseased spot, it is leprosy breaking out on his bald head or his bald forehead.  Then the priest shall examine him, and if the diseased swelling is reddish-white on his bald head or on his bald forehead, like the appearance of leprosy in the skin of the body, he is a leprous man, he is unclean; the priest must pronounce him unclean; his disease is on his head.

"The leper who has the disease shall wear torn clothes and let the hair of his head hang loose, and he shall cover his upper lip and cry, `Unclean, unclean.'  He shall remain unclean as long as he has the disease; he is unclean; he shall dwell alone in a habitation outside the camp.

"When there is a leprous disease in a garment, whether a woolen or a linen garment, in warp or woof of linen or wool, or in a skin or in anything made of skin, if the disease shows greenish or reddish in the garment, whether in warp or woof or in skin or in anything made of skin, it is a leprous disease and shall be shown to the priest.  And the priest shall examine the disease, and shut up that which has the disease for seven days; then he shall examine the disease on the seventh day. If the disease has spread in the garment, in warp or woof, or in the skin, whatever be the use of the skin, the disease is a malignant leprosy; it is unclean. And he shall burn the garment, whether diseased in warp or woof, woolen or linen, or anything of skin, for it is a malignant leprosy; it shall be burned in the fire.

"And if the priest examines, and the disease has not spread in the garment in warp or woof or in anything of skin, then the priest shall command that they wash the thing in which is the disease, and he shall shut it up seven days more; and the priest shall examine the diseased thing after it has been washed. And if the diseased spot has not changed color, though the disease has not spread, it is unclean; you shall burn it in the fire, whether the leprous spot is on the back or on the front.

"But if the priest examines, and the disease is dim after it is washed, he shall tear the spot out of the garment or the skin or the warp or woof; then if it appears again in the garment, in warp or woof, or in anything of skin, it is spreading; you shall burn with fire that in which is the disease.  But the garment, warp or woof, or anything of skin from which the disease departs when you have washed it, shall then be washed a second time, and be clean."

This is the law for a leprous disease in a garment of wool or linen, either in warp or woof, or in anything of skin, to decide whether it is clean or unclean.
According to Jewish theological tradition, tsara’ath was often believed to be a punishment for sin and to have been cured through repentance and forgiveness.   After studying all the verses in the bible referencing “leprosy” or any derivative of the word, one may come to a conclusion that tsara’ath is created by Yaweh.  It also appears to be given to a person because of unfaithfulness and disobedience to Yaweh.  A “leprous” person seems to be healed or “cleansed” only through Yaweh and by no other means.  A “leper” is healed or “cleansed” either directly through Yaweh or indirectly through Yeshua or one of His appointed servants.

Exodus 4 contains the first appearance of the word “leprous” (or any derivative of the word leprosy) in the bible.  It seems to imply that Yaweh creates “leprosy” and can take it away.

Exodus 4:1-8 Then Moses answered, "But behold, they will not believe me or listen to my voice, for they will say, `The LORD did not appear to you.'"  The LORD said to him, "What is that in your hand?" He said, "A rod."  And he said, "Cast it on the ground." So he cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from it.  But the LORD said to Moses, "Put out your hand, and take it by the tail"-- so he put out his hand and caught it, and it became a rod in his hand--   "that they may believe that the LORD, the God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you."  Again, the LORD said to him, "Put your hand into your bosom." And he put his hand into his bosom; and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous, as white as snow.  Then God said, "Put your hand back into your bosom." So he put his hand back into his bosom; and when he took it out, behold, it was restored like the rest of his flesh.  "If they will not believe you," God said, "or heed the first sign, they may believe the latter sign.”

All the verses throughout the bible that discuss “leprosy”, or some derivative of the word, seem to imply that “leprosy” is given to a person due to their unfaithfulness or disobedience to Yaweh.  It seems that some, if not all, “lepers” were given strength and became mighty in some way through Yaweh. But then they became proud and conceited to their own destruction; forgetting that their strength and life was given to them as a blessing from Yaweh.  Some verses also imply that “leprosy” may be passed on through generations.  This may be correlated to the medical profession’s theory of genetics.  There are also verses that command that the “leper” must be separated from the others.  This seems to imply that the “leper” must be kept apart from others due to some physical issue but also due to a spiritual issue.  (Note: Our modern western concept of the physical body being a separate entity from the spirit is not the same as the biblical concept.  Biblically, the physical body and spirit are one.) Below are just some of those verses.

Numbers 12:9-15 And the anger of the LORD was kindled against them, and he departed; and when the cloud removed from over the tent, behold, Miriam was leprous, as white as snow. And Aaron turned towards Miriam, and behold, she was leprous.  And Aaron said to Moses, "Oh, my lord, do not punish us because we have done foolishly and have sinned.  Let her not be as one dead, of whom the flesh is half consumed when he comes out of his mother's womb." And Moses cried to the LORD, "Heal her, O God, I beseech thee." But the LORD said to Moses, "If her father had but spit in her face, should she not be shamed seven days? Let her be shut up outside the camp seven days, and after that she may be brought in again."  So Miriam was shut up outside the camp seven days; and the people did not set out on the march till Miriam was brought in again.

Deuteronomy 24:8-9 "Take heed, in an attack of leprosy, to be very careful to do according to all that the Levitical priests shall direct you; as I commanded them, so you shall be careful to do.  Remember what the LORD your God did to Miriam on the way as you came forth out of Egypt.”

II Kings 5

Na'aman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was a great man with his master and in high favor, because by him the LORD had given victory to Syria. He was a mighty man of valor, but he was a leper.  Now the Syrians on one of their raids had carried off a little maid from the land of Israel, and she waited on Na'aman's wife.  She said to her mistress, "Would that my lord were with the prophet who is in Sama'ria! He would cure him of his leprosy."  So Na'aman went in and told his lord, "Thus and so spoke the maiden from the land of Israel."  And the king of Syria said, "Go now, and I will send a letter to the king of Israel." 

 So he went, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold, and ten festal garments.  And he brought the letter to the king of Israel, which read, "When this letter reaches you, know that I have sent to you Na'aman my servant, that you may cure him of his leprosy."  And when the king of Israel read the letter, he rent his clothes and said, "Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man sends word to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Only consider, and see how he is seeking a quarrel with me."

But when Eli'sha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had rent his clothes, he sent to the king, saying, "Why have you rent your clothes? Let him come now to me, that he may know that there is a prophet in Israel." So Na'aman came with his horses and chariots, and halted at the door of Eli'sha's house.  And Eli'sha sent a messenger to him, saying, "Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored, and you shall be clean." But Na'aman was angry, and went away, saying, "Behold, I thought that he would surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of the LORD his God, and wave his hand over the place, and cure the leper.  Are not Aba'na and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them, and be clean?" So he turned and went away in a rage.  But his servants came near and said to him, "My father, if the prophet had commanded you to do some great thing, would you not have done it? How much rather, then, when he says to you, `Wash, and be clean'?"  So he went down and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God; and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.

Then he returned to the man of God, he and all his company, and he came and stood before him; and he said, "Behold, I know that there is no God in all the earth but in Israel; so accept now a present from your servant."  But he said, "As the LORD lives, whom I serve, I will receive none." And he urged him to take it, but he refused.  Then Na'aman said, "If not, I pray you, let there be given to your servant two mules' burden of earth; for henceforth your servant will not offer burnt offering or sacrifice to any god but the LORD.  In this matter may the LORD pardon your servant: when my master goes into the house of Rimmon to worship there, leaning on my arm, and I bow myself in the house of Rimmon, when I bow myself in the house of Rimmon, the LORD pardon your servant in this matter."  He said to him, "Go in peace." 

But when Na'aman had gone from him a short distance, Geha'zi, the servant of Eli'sha the man of God, said, "See, my master has spared this Na'aman the Syrian, in not accepting from his hand what he brought. As the LORD lives, I will run after him, and get something from him."  So Geha'zi followed Na'aman. And when Na'aman saw some one running after him, he alighted from the chariot to meet him, and said, "Is all well?"  And he said, "All is well. My master has sent me to say, `There have just now come to me from the hill country of E'phraim two young men of the sons of the prophets; pray, give them a talent of silver and two festal garments.”   And Na'aman said, "Be pleased to accept two talents." And he urged him, and tied up two talents of silver in two bags, with two festal garments, and laid them upon two of his servants; and they carried them before Geha'zi.  And when he came to the hill, he took them from their hand, and put them in the house; and he sent the men away, and they departed.  He went in, and stood before his master, and Eli'sha said to him, "Where have you been, Geha'zi?" And he said, "Your servant went nowhere."  But he said to him, "Did I not go with you in spirit when the man turned from his chariot to meet you? Was it a time to accept money and garments, olive orchards and vineyards, sheep and oxen, menservants and maidservants?  Therefore the leprosy of Na'aman shall cleave to you, and to your descendants for ever." So he went out from his presence a leper, as white as snow.

II Chronicles 26:1-21 And all the people of Judah took Uzzi'ah, who was sixteen years old, and made him king instead of his father Amazi'ah.  He built Eloth and restored it to Judah, after the king slept with his fathers.  Uzzi'ah was sixteen years old when he began to reign, and he reigned fifty-two years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Jecoli'ah of Jerusalem.  And he did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, according to all that his father Amazi'ah had done.  He set himself to seek God in the days of Zechari'ah, who instructed him in the fear of God; and as long as he sought the LORD, God made him prosper.

He went out and made war against the Philistines, and broke down the wall of Gath and the wall of Jabneh and the wall of Ashdod; and he built cities in the territory of Ashdod and elsewhere among the Philistines.  God helped him against the Philistines, and against the Arabs that dwelt in Gurba'al, and against the Me-u'nites.  The Ammonites paid tribute to Uzzi'ah, and his fame spread even to the border of Egypt, for he became very strong.  Moreover Uzzi'ah built towers in Jerusalem at the Corner Gate and at the Valley Gate and at the Angle, and fortified them.  And he built towers in the wilderness, and hewed out many cisterns, for he had large herds, both in the Shephe'lah and in the plain, and he had farmers and vinedressers in the hills and in the fertile lands, for he loved the soil.  Moreover Uzzi'ah had an army of soldiers, fit for war, in divisions according to the numbers in the muster made by Je-i'el the secretary and Ma-asei'ah the officer, under the direction of Hanani'ah, one of the king's commanders. The whole number of the heads of fathers' houses of mighty men of valor was two thousand six hundred.  Under their command was an army of three hundred and seven thousand five hundred, who could make war with mighty power, to help the king against the enemy. And Uzzi'ah prepared for all the army shields, spears, helmets, coats of mail, bows, and stones for slinging. In Jerusalem he made engines, invented by skilful men, to be on the towers and the corners, to shoot arrows and great stones. And his fame spread far, for he was marvelously helped, till he was strong.

But when he was strong he grew proud, to his destruction. For he was false to the LORD his God, and entered the temple of the LORD to burn incense on the altar of incense.  But Azari'ah the priest went in after him, with eighty priests of the LORD who were men of valor;  and they withstood King Uzzi'ah, and said to him, "It is not for you, Uzzi'ah, to burn incense to the LORD, but for the priests the sons of Aaron, who are consecrated to burn incense. Go out of the sanctuary; for you have done wrong, and it will bring you no honor from the LORD God."  Then Uzzi'ah was angry. Now he had a censer in his hand to burn incense, and when he became angry with the priests leprosy broke out on his forehead, in the presence of the priests in the house of the LORD, by the altar of incense.  And Azari'ah the chief priest, and all the priests, looked at him, and behold, he was leprous in his forehead! And they thrust him out quickly, and he himself hastened to go out, because the LORD had smitten him.  And King Uzzi'ah was a leper to the day of his death, and being a leper dwelt in a separate house, for he was excluded from the house of the LORD.
Matthew 8:1-4   When he came down from the mountain, great crowds followed him; and behold, a leper came to him and knelt before him, saying, "Lord, if you will, you can make me clean."  And he stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, "I will; be clean." And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.  And Jesus said to him, "See that you say nothing to any one; but go, show yourself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a proof to the people."

Mark 1:40-45 And a leper came to him (Jesus) beseeching him, and kneeling said to him, "If you will, you can make me clean."  Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand and touched him, and said to him, "I will; be clean."  And immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made clean.  And he sternly charged him, and sent him away at once, and said to him, "See that you say nothing to any one; but go, show yourself to the priest, and offer for your cleansing what Moses commanded, for a proof to the people."  But he went out and began to talk freely about it, and to spread the news, so that Jesus could no longer openly enter a town, but was out in the country; and people came to him from every quarter.

Luke 17:11-19 On the way to Jerusalem he was passing along between Sama'ria and Galilee.  And as he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance and lifted up their voices and said, "Jesus, Master, have mercy on us."  When he saw them he said to them, "Go and show yourselves to the priests." And as they went they were cleansed. Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; and he fell on his face at Jesus' feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan.  Then said Jesus, "Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine?  Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?"  And he said to him, "Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well."

The treatment(s) for skin cancer varies depending upon the type of skin cancer and certain characteristics of the tumor(s) such as the clinical appearance, size, thickness, site(s), histologic findings and the lack of or occurrence of metastasis and its development.  One or more of the following treatments may be used depending upon the aforementioned factors:  curettage, electrodessication, surgical excision, cryosurgery, radiation, chemotherapy, immunotherapy and possibly Mohs’ surgery (a microscopically controlled excision of the tissue that is sometimes used in cases of recurrence).  

After studying the verses in the bible in which people are “cleansed” of “leprosy” one may observe a pattern of instructions and events.

1. One must call on Yaweh

2. One must ask Him for something

3. One must ask Him for healing, cleansing or for His mercy

4. One must acknowledge his sin in some manner

5. One must humble himself

6. One must be separated from others and be in isolation

7. Other people are affected by the “leper’s” experience

8. One must follow His orders or commands no matter what they are, how simple they may seem or how strange or illogical they may seem

9. Healing or cleansing is immediate without any harm done to the “leper”

10. One has peace after his cleansing 

11. One knows or comes to know Yaweh

12. One has faith that Yaweh can heal or cleanse him

13. The healing or cleansing must be of Yaweh’s will

14. Yaweh receives glory, thanks and praise NOT MAN

In today’s society, when a person has skin cancer, he puts his TRUST IN A MAN, generally some sort of doctor, “to get him better.” Our modern way of treating skin cancer is just that:  treatment of skin cancer.  We do not even attempt to help in the “healing” process or the “cleansing” of A PERSON with skin cancer.  The conventional modern treatments are harmful and extremely destructive to the person.  We mutilate, radiate and poison the WHOLE PERSON in the effort to treat them.  There are always damaging side effects.  In the struggle to kill cancer, we also kill a part of the PERSON.  From a biblical perspective, that means that we are also killing a part of the person’s spirit since our spirit and body are not separate but are one.  There is no guarantee that a person is completely “cleansed” of the disease or “well”.  The ultimate goal is to try to prevent death.

The pattern that is observed in the “cleansing” process of a “leper” is very simple.  (Note:  The word “simple” is used and should not be misconstrued as “easy”.) It does not cause any harm to the person.  It requires the person to make an effort and take an active role in his own “cleansing.”  It requires the person to follow specific instructions that are integral to his own individual “cleansing.” It may require the person to spend time by himself, isolated from others, possibly in a humble contemplative state. It requires the person to make a change.  But, the person is also given help in making the change. The diseased flesh is restored.  The person is pronounced “well” or “clean”. The “cleansing” is immediate and complete.  It is not a long-term process that involves fear and worry.  It provides the person with “peace”.  (The ancient Hebrew meaning of the word shalom/peace is to be in a state of wholeness or with no deficiency.) It requires “faith” and praise in Yaweh NOT MAN.  (The word “faith” is derived from the Hebrew root aman that means firm, something that is supported or secure.  When it is written in the bible that one has “faith” it means that one will act with firmness towards Yaweh’s will.)  The ultimate goal is to glorify Yaweh.

Skin cancer is a disease that is characterized by the growth of abnormal cells that are multiplying uncontrollably and destroying healthy tissue.  However, from a biblical perspective it appears to be just a superficial manifestation of something that lies much deeper:  our unfaithfulness or disobedience to Yaweh.  

The people of this world trust in man for a “cure” or treatment for skin cancer.  Our modern methods may destroy and treat the superficial level of the skin cancer disease. However, they cannot “cleanse” and “heal” the real “dis-ease” of a person.  From a biblical perspective, it appears that only Yaweh is capable of performing such an act of love.  But, one must put his trust in Yaweh NOT MAN to be healed, cleansed and made well.
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