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Word of the Month - Firmament

By: Jeff A. Benner

The word ragiya """**¥ translated as firmament, comes from the root word
raga "% which can be found in several passages includiaigh 40:19;

The sculpture is poured by the craftsman andoherlaysthe cast with
gold and castings of silver chains.

Raqais the process of hammering out a piece of goladtber metal into thin plates
which was then applied to a carved or casted insagh as we read in Numbers 16:39;

And El'azar the priest took the copper censers,cvithey brought near
and were burned and they wdrammered ouinto plates for the altar.

Here, the phrase “hammered out” is again the vaob r  raga!™"**¥., The word
ragiya ""**°1 as found in Genesis 1:6 is literally a “hammeced sheet”. There are



some scientists who have speculated that beforiiathe there was a thick sheet of water
surrounding the earth high in the atmosphere. thén possible that the opening of the
windows of heaven which brought down the floodwaitéee Genesis 7:11) is the
collapse of this “hammered out sheet” of wateis Hlso theorized that the sheet of water
would have filtered out harmful sun rays and cdmtieéd to the longevity of life on the
earth prior to the flood.

Name of the Month - (shi-mown/Simeon)
By: Jeff A. Benner

This name is derived from the Hebrew verb shamd®®® meaning “to hear.”

In Deuteronomy 6:4, written above in the Modern id@band Middle Semitic (paleo-
Hebrew) scripts, the first word is sh’'ma, the ingiete form of the verb meaning “hear!”
This word is kind of a motto to Israel. It has béennd written on ancient pottery (left)
and coins (right).

In Genesis 29:33 Leah, the wife of Jacob, sagscause Yahweh has heard (shama) that
| was hated and he gave me this one’adsal she gives him the name Shimon
[8095] 3 Hebrew word meaning “heard.”

Question of the Month - Greek Word Pun?
By: Jeff A. Benner

Q: In the Greek text of Matthew 16:18 there is a weprth with the Greek words
“petros,” meaning “Peter,” and “petra,” meaningc¢kd From this can we conclude that
this book was originally written in Greek and nabtlew?

A: The Hebrew authors love to add word puns in theitimgs and the Tenach/Old
Testament is filled with them. So, does the use aford pun in the Greek book of
Matthew indicate that this was originally writtery blebrew authors with the Greek
language? Not necessarily for several reasonst, Fithe text was originally written in



Hebrew and translated into Greek later the traoslatay have simply added the word
pun, especially if the Hebrew already had a word. gsecondly, if we examine the
Hebrew book of Matthew as preserved by Shem TovSlbaprut (14th Century CE), we
find a different word pun.

| say to you, you are a stone (eh-ven) and | willb(ah-venah) upon you
my house of prayer.

Thirdly, while there are some word puns in the @rext of the Bible, there are far more
found in the Hebrew Matthew and in the rest of v Testament when the Greek is
translated into Hebrew.

Verse of the Month - Exodus 20:11
By: Jeff A. Benner

This is an ongoing look at the 20th chapter of Exodnd the "Ten Commandments" or,
more literally "ten of the orders."
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for in six days Jehovah made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is,
and rested the seventh day: wherefore Jehovah blessed the sabbath day, and
hallowed it (ASV)

(Kiy)
This word means “because” or “for.”

(shey-shet)
This is the Hebrew word for the number “six.”

(ya-miym)
The base word yommeaning “day” with the masculine plural suffix iym. Yamiym
then means “days.”



(a-sah)

This verb means “to do” or “to make” and is writtem the perfect tense - “did” or
“made.” The form of the verb also identifies thebjget of the verb as masculine
singualar - “he made.”

(YHWH)
This is the subject of the previous verb - “YHWH" &% ahweh.”

(et)

This word precedes the direct object of the previoerb.

(ha-sha-ma-yim)

This is the direct object of the previous verb. Tiase word is shamayimmeaning
“sky” with the prefix hameaning “the.”

(ve-et)

The prefix ve means “and” and is followed by another et indicating that the next
word is also a direct object of the previous verb.

(ha-a-rets)

This is also a direct object of the previous vérhe base word  eretsmeans “land”
with the prefix hameaning “the.”

(et)

Again, this word is used to identify another direbject of the previous verb.

(hay-yam)

Another direct object of the previous verb. Theebasrd yammeaning “sea” with the
prefix hameaning “the.”

(ve-et)

The prefix ve means “and” and is followed by another et indicating that the next
word is also a direct object of the previous verb.



(kol)

This word, meaning “all,” is the beginning of thre&erds which are all part of the direct
object of the previous verb.

(a-sher)
A word meaning “which,” “who,” or “what.”

(bam)

This is the prefix ba meaning “in the” with the suffix m meaning “them.” This
prefix/suffix combination means “in them.”

I I7L'r'l-$vay$nah h)

The base word is the verb nu’ahhmeaning “to rest.” The prefixya identifies that the
verb is in the imperfect tense and the subjechefverb (which is the Yahweh mentioned
previously) as a masculine singular - “he will réesthe prefix va means “and” but also
reverses the tense of the verb - “and he rested.”

. (ba-yom)

The base word yommeans “day” and the prefix ba means “in the.” Bayom means
“in the day.”

(hash-viy-iy)

The base word is sheviyiymeaning “seventh” with the prefix ha meaning “the.”
This word is a description of the previous word $® phrase “in-the-day the-seventh”
would be translated as “in the seventh day.”

(@)

This word means “on” or “upon.”

(keyn)
This word means “s0” as in “it is so.” This is aldee modern Hebrew word for “yes.”
When this and the previous word are put togethgroh so,” it means “therefore.”

(bey-rakh)

The base word barak means “to kneel.” However, it is written in theiéfi form
which is a way of slightly changing the meaningtloé verb. In this case it means “to
show respect” in the sense of kneeling before amotfihis form of the verb also



identifies the tense of the verb as “perfect” -Osled respect” and the subject of the verb
as masculine singular - “he showed respect.”

(YHWH)
The is again the name YHWH, or Yahweh, the sulgétte previous verb.

(et)

The word that precedes the direct object of theipus verb.

. (yom)
This and the following word are the direct objetthe previous verb. This word means
“day.”

(ha-sha-bat)

The base word shabbatis usually transliterated as Sabbath but literatigans
“ceasing” in the sense of stopping work to rese prefix hameans “the.”

&. I( (va$qad-shey-hu)

The base word is the verb  gadashmeans “to set apart for a special function.” The
prefix ye identifies the verb is in the imperfect tense #mat the subject of the verb
(which is the Yahweh mentioned previously) as misetsingular - “he will set apart.”
The prefix va means “and” but also reverses the tense of the v&and he set apart.”
The suffix  hu means “him” (but in English we would use “it”) afid he set him/it
apart.”

The following is a literal rendering of this verfsem its Hebraic meaning.
Because in six days Yahweh made the sky and the land, the sea and all which is
in them and he rested in the seventh day therefore, Yahweh showed respect for

the day of ceasing and he set it apart for a special function.

In following issues we will continue with this chep

Mechanical Translation Excerpt - Genesis 3:1-7

For details on this new translation see the weabait
http://mthb.ancient-hebrew.org



1 and the serpent had existed as a subtle one fiaoh thle living ones of the field which
“YHWH [He exists]” of “Elohiym [Powers]” made andehsaid to the woman, did
“Elohiym [Powers]” really say you will not eat fromil of the trees of the gardehand
the woman said to the serpent, from the produdbetree of the garden we eatand
from the produce of the tree which is in the mufsthe garden “Elohiym [Powers]” said,
you will not eat from him and you will not touch Imm otherwise you will die4 and the
serpent said to the woman, a dying you will not 8igiven that “Elohiym [Powers]” is
knowing that in the day you eat from him then yeyes will be opened up and you will
exist like “Elohiym [Powers]” knowing function amdlysfunction,6 and the woman saw
that the function of the tree is for nourishmend #mat he is yearning to the eyes and the
tree was a craving to make calculations and shie frmon his produce and she ate and
she gave also to the man with her and he &asnd the eyes of the two of them were
opened up and they knew that they were naked aydsttwed together leaves of the fig
and they did for them loin coverings,

AHRC Website Excerpt - Names of God

In our modern culture a title defines the positioncharacter, of an individual while a
name is nothing but an identifier with no meaniimgHebrew all names are words with
meaning and represent the character of the indawidusing English as an example my
name, from an Hebraic perspective, could be Jafifiefr, husband, son or manager. The
first column is the name in Hebrew, the seconchi€aglish transliteration, the third is
its literal translation and the fourth is a Biblicaference with the name.

El mighty one Genesis 14:19
Elo'ah power Deuteronomy 32:1
Elohiym powers Genesis 1:1
Yehu he exists Genesis 4:1
Ehyeh | exist Exodus 3:14
Adonai lords Genesis 18:27
Ehhad one Zechariah 14:9
Melekh king Psalm 47:6

Av father Isaiah 64:8
Moshi'ah deliverer Isaiah 45:15
Ru'ahh wind Genesis 1.2
Borey filler Isaiah 40:28
Ba'al master Isaiah 45:5
Oseh maker Isaiah 45:5

El Shaddai mighty breasts Genesis 17:1
Adonai Yehu Adonai of Yehu Genesis 15:2
Yehu Elohiym  Yehu of Elohiym Genesis 2:4



Yehu Yireh Yehu sees Genesis 22:14
Yehu Nisi Yehu is my standard Exodus 17:15
Yehu Shalom Yehu is completeness Judges 6:24
Yehu Tsid'ganu Yehu is our righteousneJeremiah 23:6
Yehu Tseva'ot  Yehu of the armies 1 Samuel 1:3
Elohiym Tseva'cElohiym of the armies  Psalm 80:7

This article is located on the web site at
http://www.ancient-hebrew.org/24 _namesofgod.html

Donnee's Corner - (yom)
By: Donnee

Donnee’s Corner is a feature of the Ancient HebRR@search Center's e-zine. This
column will review a word, its meanings, and ustgeerify by research. This column
will start by a in-depth look at a featured Hebrewrd followed by various tools to
deepen understanding. As well as e-Sword (httpwveasword.net) formatting in order
to clip and paste into e-Sword, enabling the mauss-advantages of e-Sword. These
various tools will follow the review in order tosast in your research of Ancient Hebrew.
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AHLB: 1220-J (N)
1220) ( vm) ac:?co: Seaab: Terror: The pictograph is a picture of a hand

representing work, the is a picture of water. Combined these mean "warkimater".
The sea or other large body of water is the pldcgga@ms and heavy surf. This parent
root is closely related to

A) (  ym)ac:?co: Seaab:?
N™) ( vm) - Sea:Also the direction of the sea, the west. [Hebrew an
Aramaic] [freq. 398] |kjv: sea, west, westward,fagag men| {str: 3220, 3221}

B) ( ymMMm) ac: ? co: Spring ab: ?: A spring of water in the wilderness.
N™) ( v-mm) - Spring: [freq. 1] [kjv: mule| {str: 3222}

C) ( AYm) ac:? co: ? ab: Terror: The sea is considered a place of chaos

and terror because the depth, storms and heavy surf
N™) ( AY-MH) - Terror: [freq. 17] |kjv: terror, fear, terrible,
dread, horror, idols| {str: 367}
c™) ( A-ywm) - Terrible: [freq. 3] [kjv: terrible| {str: 366}

J) (  ywwm) ac:?co: Day ab: ?: The day ends and the new day begins when

the sun sets in the west, over the Mediterranean se
N™) ( ywm) - Day: [Hebrew and Aramaic] [freq. 2290] |kjv: day, time,
daily, every, year, continually, when, as, whilell,falway, whole| {str: 3117,
3118}
p™) ( yw-mm) - Day: [freq. 51] |kjv: day, daytime, daily, time| {str:
3119}
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Mila Yomit (Daily Word) - ve’'chosech

The following word is from an ongoing Hebrew worg Hebrew word cyber learning
journey and is being presented to you here astemdunction. For additional information
on the 'MILA YOMIT: The Torah, Word By Word' andsitauthor, Rabbi Itzchak
Marmorstein, or to receive more of these, pleasatacd Rabbi Itzchak at
milayomit@telus.net or go to his website at htgpaiv.milayomit.com.

MILA YOMIT 10: VA’'VOHU

‘and darkness’

OTIOT- Letters
VAV - Ve - And

CHET (CH) - This is the first appearance of a CHETSs the eighth letter of
the Alef Beit. It transferred into Greek as Eta #émeh English as H. It is the fourth of 12
elementals or simple letters Sefer Yetzira explénas it is dominant over sight and that
it corresponds to the month of Tamuz; the Zodign $$artan: The Crab (Cancer) and
right hand in the soul. (Sefer Yetzira) It is fomley two Zayins (previous letter in Alef
Bet, not yet in Torah) bridged together and reseshl gateway It is related to CHAIM-
life and CHATAT- fear (Gen. 35,5) and also CHET @fhimeans sin. Its numeric value is
8 and it represents a bridge or a gate to thedesmuent . The infinity sign is an 8 on its
side. Sefer Bahir explains that Chet representsSefea of Yesod-Foundation, which
parallels the male organ. This organ contains tucis] one for reproduction and one for
discharging waste, and these are represented bhwthkegs of the CHET, one source of
good, one source of evil (life or sin). The primagyncept of the CHET is that of an



opening from below, and this is indicated by thenfoof the letter,which is actually
closed on three sides, and open on the bottonFhe only open direction is the north,
which corresponds to Gevurah-Strength. North is@aged with evil in many places. It
is said to be “open’, since the existence of guing the door for free will. (Kaplan on
Bahir, p. 110)

Final KAPH (K) - This is the first appearance oéthleventh letter of the Aleph Bet.
When it appears at the end of the word it is forrasdve see above. When it is in the
beginning or the middle of a word it is formed as 1t transferred into Greek as Kappa
and became the English K. Sefer Yetzirah explawas it is the fourth of the 7 double
letters, (pronounced kaf or chaf). It is dominam¢moLife and its transposition is Death It
corresponds to Wednesday in time, Venus in "un@/elsft eye in the soul. In the seven
lower Sefirot of the tree of life it correspondsthe Sefira of Netzach-Eternity, Victory.
It is related to Koach  which means strength As a final letter, it is origh five
‘strengths’. This refers to the five letters that/d a distinct form when at the end of the
word, along with -MEM, -NUN, -TZADI, and -PEH. Mystically they are viewed
as the five 'strengths' or 'limits' which are neeeg to balance the expansion of the other
letters that express continuity and abundance.

MEANING

-CHOSECH is a Masc. noun meaning ‘darkness, obgturit

WORDS CONTAINED WITHIN and RELATED WORDS:
- is a verb meaning ‘to be dark’ or ‘to grow dark’
-LaCHshoCH - to withhold (see below)
-CHASHECH- is an adjective meaning ‘dark, obscure’

- CHaSh - sensation, to feel ( -Lachush) something non-tangible

CONCEPTUAL MEANING

We are reaching the point out of which the creatisnwe experience it, is about to
unfold. Out of this state, creation develops.

Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch basing himself on dbgical comparisons explains it
as: "to be withdrawn...the condition in which beirgre not exposed to the awakening
influence of light...darkness gives opportunity forces to penetrate and work internally
by relaxing from stimulation...the root of a plasm@a child of darkness...life germinates in
the womb of obscure darkness." (p. 8-9).



- see Genesis 22:16 Ve Lo Chashachta- And YouNaidtWithhold (Your
Only Son).This is from the Akeida-almost sacrifafdsaac).

The Talmud comments that darkness is one of thegshicreated on the first day.
Therefore some commentators point out that darkisesst merely the absence of light,
but it is a specific object of God's creation.

As in Isaiah 45:7 where God says of God

OoBoreh CHOSECH' : And Creates Darkness. The Ramdrad Ramban
teach that CHOSECH refers to the elemental firectvhs dark, 'for if it were red, it
would redden the night for us'.

Interestingly enough (and indicative of the mangefa of Torah understanding or
grappling), Rabbi Bun is quoted in the Bahir using same verse from Isaiah to reach an
opposite conclusion. "Darkness has no substandethanefore with regard to it, the term
"creation" is used...In the case of darkness thee no making, only separation and
setting aside." (Bahir, p. 6-7)

Sefer Zohar/Book of lllumination teaches that :th¢ head of the King's authority, the
Creator cared out of the supernal luminescencengplaf Darkness. And there emerged
out of the Hidden of Hidden-the Mystery of the imfe.

Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan explains that this refers to Taentzum:Contraction which allowed
a 'vacated place' that enabled the creation tofesdrand experience itself independently.
The 'Lamp’ of Darkness' is 'darkness’ to us, btit velation to God, it too is a lamp.

From Breishit Rabbah, an early source of MidrasdlJeaching: VE'CHOSECH-This
is the generation of Enosh [beginning of idol wap$has it is written: ‘And it was lajnc -
in the darkness of their deeds, [they would hidgrthlans] and say, ‘Who sees us , who
takes note of us? (Isaiah 29:15)

VE'CHOSECH- This is the exile of Greece, which darkd the eyes of Israel with its
decrees, ordering the Jews to write on the horanodx that they have no portion in the
God of Israel.

VE'CHOSECH: The darkness is the primal fire thandds to the withdrawal of the

Divine Presence. It is that which holds the empgtsice in which life germinated. But

even the withdrawal is only apparently so. The das in existence and in our lives is
the gateway to greater light.

May we always know this in times of great darkness.



Editorials

Do you have any comments, suggestions or additionalsights you would like to
share for this issue of the "Biblical Hebrew E-Magaine"? Would you like to
contribute an article for the E-magazine? We wouldove to add your insights and
perspectives. Email us a sample of your material @ we will review it for
submission.

Question of the Month - You will die? By Duncan Law

| think the use of the word "day" can be very nasli@g in translation of the
ancient Hebrew term.

It is obvious from the many ways this word is ugkdt it is referring to a
period of time with a beginning and an end.

Context may point translators to use the word daganing 24 hours) from
assumptions (of a human nature) that they have mdtie context.

| think the main problem is are we talking abouhdi from the human
perspective or the creators perspective?

See Psalms 90:4 for an example of the creator petisp (where the same
word is translated yesterday) or 2 Peter 3:8 ecti=e sentiments.

So could this creator/God day be 1000 man yeagg?lon

Interesting to note in Genesis chapter 5 that eeithdam or any of the
patriarchs lived for more than 969 years (less thrancreator/God day).

So when Jehovah said in that "day" that Adam waditd - that could be
precisely what happened, but not in a possiblyedntlly incorrect 24 hour
period.

Question of the Month - You will die? By LeVon Bridges

| believe when God told Adam that he would die dlag they eat of the fruit

of the tree of knowledge, that they did die in tlagy because a day to the Lord
is a thousand years and a thousand years a dagm Aded to be 930 years

old so he died within the day he ate of the fruitbelieve the other 70

remaining years are for us 3 score and 10.
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