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IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn  

______________________________________________ 

Why Learn Hebrew? 

A translation of the Biblical text is a translator's 

“interpretation” of the text. The translator's beliefs will 

often influence how the text will be translated and anyone 

using this translation is seeing it through the translator’s 

eyes rather than that of the original authors. Only by 

studying the original language of the Bible can one see and 

understand the text in its original state. 

Learning the Hebrew language can be both fun and 

exciting. By simply studying the pages that follow, for just 

a few minutes a day, you will soon be reading Hebrew, 

build a Hebrew vocabulary and even begin translating 

Biblical passages for yourself. 

About Hebrew 

The English word “alphabet” is derived from the first two 

letters of the Greek Alphabet--Alpha and Beta. Hebrew on 

the other hand, uses the word “alephbet,” the first two 

letters of the Hebrew alephbet--Aleph and Beyt. The 

Hebrew alephbet consists of 22 consonants. The vowels 

(called nikkudot, nikkud in the singular) are dots and 

dashes added above and below the consonants. One 

advantage to Hebrew is that the sound for each letter 

remains consistent, unlike English where one has to 

memorize many variations. For instance, the word “circus” 



Learn to Read Biblical Hebrew 

2 

contains the letter “c” twice, the first time it is pronounced 

like an “S” while the second time it is pronounced like a 

“K.” In Hebrew, the letter ּכ (kaph) is always pronounced 

as a “K.” 

Unlike English, which is read from left to right, Hebrew is 

read from right to left, just as many other Semitic 

languages are, including Aramaic and Arabic. This may 

sound difficult at first, but in a very short time, you will 

get used to it. 

When sounding out a word, it will be easier if you 

remember the Consonant (C) and Vowel (V) patterns of 

Hebrew words. In English, the consonants and vowels 

may be arranged in any order, such as in the word “circle,” 

which has a C+V+C+C+C+V pattern. Hebrew on the 

other hand, is very consistent, and each word will usually 

follow a C+V+C+V+C pattern. The Hebrew word ּמֶלֶך 
(melek - king) contains the pattern C+V+C+V+C, וֹמֶלֶכ  
(meleko – his king) is C+V+C+V+C+V and ּהָמֶלֶך 
(hamelek – the king) is C+V+C+V+C+V+C.  

The pronunciations of some of the consonants and vowels 

have changed over the centuries, but this does not affect 

the meaning of words, as the letters of a word define it, 

and not the sounds. We will learn to pronounce them 

according to Modern Hebrew pronunciation. Modern 

Hebrew pronunciation is also divided into two parts, 

Ashkenazi and Sephardic. Since Sephardic is the 

pronunciation adopted by the Modern State of Israel, we 

will use this pronunciation. 
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About this Book 

When I began to study the Hebrew language I used several 

different resources, but found that they were not compiled 

in a format easily understood by beginning Hebrew 

students. I began to arrange charts and lists with the 

necessary information as a ready resource for learning and 

reading the Hebrew Bible. 

This book is the result. Included in this book are lessons 

for learning the alephbet, verbs, nouns, adjectives and 

sentence structure. 

If at any time you have questions about the Ancient 

Hebrew Research Center, this book, its content or the 

lessons, please feel free to E-mail your questions or 

comments to our web site;  

http://www.ancient-hebrew.org 

Additional Resources 

It should be kept in mind that this book is not meant to be 

used for in-depth Biblical study, but as a reference guide 

for Biblical reading practice, vocabulary building and 

sentence comprehension. More specific dictionaries and 

lexicons will be necessary for more in-depth study. 

Through the process of Hebraic studies, you will want to 

dig deeper into the meaning of specific words and phrases. 

At this point, the purchase of a Hebrew Bible and a 

Hebrew Lexicon will be helpful. There are several different 

kinds of Hebrew Bibles. The standard Hebrew Bible will 

be a Bible written only in Hebrew. The Interlinear Bible 
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will have the Hebrew on one line and the English 

translation for each word under each Hebrew word.  A 

Parallel Bible will have the Hebrew text on one page and 

the English translation on the other 

There are several different Lexicons, but be sure that the 

one you purchase includes all the words of the Bible with 

the prefixes and suffixes attached. This will allow you to 

look up a word, even if you do not know the root. I 

recommend Benjamin Davidson's Hebrew and Chaldee 

Lexicon of the Bible. 
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TThhee  AAlleepphhbbeett  

______________________________________________ 

Each of the following eleven lessons introduces two new 

consonants. They may or may not introduce new vowels. 

Each lesson will also include a practice section, new 

vocabulary words and sentences. The practice session will 

allow you to practice the new letters and vowels and 

refresh yourself on previous ones. The vocabulary section 

will consist of a few words using the new letters and 

vowels to begin building your Hebrew vocabulary. The 

Sentences will allow you to begin using your new words in 

sentences.  

To assist you in learning the letters and words, I 

recommend that you put the letters and words you are 

learning on flashcards so that you can study them at any 

time.  

Transliterations for the Hebrew in each lesson are 

included. When reading these transliterations, remember to 

use the correct Hebrew sound for each vowel. For 

example, the transliterated Hebrew vowel sound “o” is the 

long “o” sound as in the English word “rope.” So the 

Hebrew transliteration “do” would be pronounced like the 

English word “doe,” and not like the English word “do.”  

Alephbet and Vowels 

The following is a chart of all the consonants in the 

Hebrew Alephbet. This chart includes all the variations for 

each letter. For example, the letter beyt can be written as ב 
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or ּב. Several of the letters have a final form, a form of the 

letter that is different when it appears at the end of a word, 

as well and are also included (such as מ, the normal form 

and ם, the final form). 
Lamed ל  Aleph א 
Mem  מ ם   Beyt ּב ב 
Nun נ ן  Gimel ג 
Samehh ס  Dalet ד 
Ayin ע  Hey ה 
Pey  ף פּפ   Vav ו 
Tsade צ ץ  Zayin ז 
Quph ק  Hhet ח 
Resh ר  Tet ט 
Shin  ׂשׁש   Yud י 
Tav ת  Kaph  כ כּ ך 

The Vowels 

Below are the names for each of the Hebrew vowels. 

Hholam maley ֹו   Qamats   1א  
Qubbuts   א  Patahh   א 

                                                

1 The letter aleph (א) is added only to show the placement of the 

vowel and is not part of the vowel. 
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Shuruq ּו   Segol   א 
Hhataph qamats   א  Tsere   א 
Hhataph patahh   א  Sh'va   א 
Hhataph segol   א  Hhireq   א 
   Hholam   א 
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Letter Comparisons 

Several of the Hebrew letters are very similar. In the 

beginning, they are easily confused with other letters that 

look similar. Below is a chart showing letters of similarity 

in order to make the reader familiar with the slight 

differences. 

Beyt ב  Dalet ד   Kaph כ 
Kaph   כ  Resh ר   Pey פ 
        

Beyt ב  Vav ו  Mem מ 
Pey פ  Zayin ז  Tet ט  
        

Gimel ג  Vav ו  F. Mem ם 
Nun נ  F. Nun ן  Samehh ס 
        

Hey ה  Zayin ז  Samehh ס 
Hhet ח  F. Nun ן  Tet ט 
        

Hey ה  Hhet ח  Ayin ע 
Tav ת  Tav ת  Tsade צ 
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LLeessssoonnss  

______________________________________________ 

Lesson 1 – aleph, beyt 

Consonants 

 The “Aleph” is the first letter of the Hebrew א

alephbet. This consonant is silent. 

 The “Beyt” is pronounced two ways, a “b” as in ב

“ball” and as “v” as in “visit.” When a dagesh (a dot 

in the middle of the letter) appears in the middle of 

the letter (ּב) it will have the “b” sound. When the 

letter appears without the dagesh (ב) the letter is 

pronounced “v.”  

Vowels 

 ”This vowel, called a “qamats,” (the little “T א  

shaped mark under the aleph) is pronounced “a” as 

in “father.”  

 This vowel, called a “patahh,” is also pronounced א  

“a” as in “father.” 
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Practice 

 בּ  א  ב  בּ  א  א  בּ  א  א  ב   .1
א .2 ב בּ  א א  ב בּ  א א  א בּ   ב 

Practice (transliteration) 

1. ba2 a va ba a a ba a a va 

2. va ba av ba av ba 

Vocabulary 

ב .1  av Father א 

אבָּ  .2  ba Came 

Sentences 

ב בּ   .1 3א׃א   
 av ba 

Father came. 

                                                

2 While Hebrew is written from right-to-left, transliterations using 

the Roman alphabet are written left-to-right. 
3 The “׃” is a Hebrew period (.). 



Learn to Read Biblical Hebrew 

11 

Lesson 2 – Mem, Yud 

Consonants 

 ”.The “Mem” is pronounced “m” as in “mother מ

 The “final Mem” is used only when it appears at the ם

end of a word. The pronunciation does not change. 

 The “Yud” is pronounced “y” as in “yes.” (When י

the “yud” is suffixed to a word it means “of me” or 

“my.” Sentence #2 includes the word אָב - father, 

with the suffix י it forms the word י ב   my - א 

father.) 

Vowels 

 The “hhireq” is pronounced “i” (ee) as in א  

“machine.”  

  ”.The “tsere” is pronounced “ey” as in “grey א  

Practice 

 ב  בּ  ב  בּ  א  א  מ  מ  ם  מ   .1
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י .2 י א  ם 4א  ם א  י א  י מ  י בּ  ב   

Practice (transliteration) 

1. vi5 bey vey bi ey i mi mey ma ma 

2. ey iy viy biy miy eym im 

Vocabulary 

ם .1  eym Mother א 

י .2  miy Who מ 

Sentences 

א? .1 י בּ   מ 
 miy ba? 

Who came? 

א׃ .2 י בּ  ב   א 
 aviy ba. 

My father came. 

                                                

4 The hhireq vowel has an “ee” sound and the letter yud has a “y” 

sound, but when this vowel and letter are combined, they still have 

the “ee” sound. 
5 This is pronounced “vee.” 
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Lesson 3 – Nun, Hey 

Consonants 

 ”.The “Nun” is pronounced “n” as in “no נ

 The “final Nun” is only used when it appears at the ן

end of a word. The pronunciation does not change. 

 The “Hey” is pronounced “h” as in “hello.” (When ה

the letter ה is prefixed to a word it means “the” 

such as in sentence #6 where the letter ה is 

prefixed to the word יא ב   prophet, forming - נ 

יא ב  נ   (.the prophet - ה 

Practice 

ב .1 ה ה  ן בּ  י בּ   ה  ה  ה  נ  נ  נ 
ן .2 ן ה  ה מ  ב מ  ה נ  ה נ  ה נ  ן נ  אנ   ה   
נ ה .3 ה בּ  ב  יא נ  יא נ  י ה  א נ  י נ   ה 

Practice (transliteration) 

1. ha hi hey na ney ney beyn bah hav 

2. han heyn nah nih neyh nav mah min na 

3. hiy na ney hiy niy na-vah ba-nah 
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Vocabulary 

י .1  ey Where א 

י .2 נ   aniy I א 

יא .3  hiy She ה 

ן .4  beyn Son בּ 

ה .5 א   ba'ah Came (f.) בּ 

יא .6 ב   na-viy Prophet נ 

ה .7 ה or מ   ?mah What מ 

Sentences 

יא .1 י ה   מ 
 miy hiy 

Who [is]6 she?  

ב .2 י א  נ   א 
 aniy av 

I [am a]7 father.  

                                                

6 The English verb “to be” and its various tenses (am, is, are, etc.) do 

not exist in Hebrew and need to be added in the translation. 
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א .3 י בּ  נ   בּ 
 bey-niy ba 

My son came.  

ב   .4 י א  יא   
 ey a-viy 

Where [is] my father?  

יא .5 ב  ה נ   מ 
 mah na-viy 

What [is a] prophet?  

א .6 יא בּ  ב  נ   ה 
 ha-na-viy ba 

The prophet came.  

 

                                                                                           

7 English has two indefinite articles, “a” and “an,” which also do not 

exist in Hebrew and must be added in the translation.  
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Lesson 4 – Lamed, Vav 

Consonants 

  ”.The “Lamed” is pronounced “l” as in “long ל

  ”.The “Vav” is pronounced “v” as in “visit ו

Vowels 

 The “sh'va” is pronounced “eh” as in “help” when it א  

is placed under the first letter of the word. When 

this vowel appears anywhere else in the word, it is 

usually a “syllable break” and not pronounced.  

  ”.The “segol” is pronounced “eh” as in “help א  

Practice 

י .1 י ו  י ו  י וָ  ל  ל  ו   לֶ  ל  ל   ל  י ל  י ל  ו    
ו .2 ל לו   ללֶ  ווָ  ו  ה ה  ל ל  ה ה  ל ל  ל ו  ו   
יוָ  .3 אם ו  ל  ה מ  מ  ב  ל ל  י  ה ל  בּ  ל   
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Practice (transliteration) 

1. lai
8
 vai vey ley la le li la ve va viy lai liy 

2. vev vav lel vel veyl val leyh heyl lah hal 

3. va-viym li-bah la-yil leyv-mah ma-ley 

Vocabulary 

ה .1 ל  י   lai-lah Night ל 

ל .2  eyl God א 

ם .3 י   ma-yim Water מ 

ן .4 מ   a-meyn Amen א 

נ ה .5  hin-neyh Here 9ה 

 yam Sea י ם .6

                                                

8 When one of the “a” vowels (qamats or patahh) is followed by the 

consonant “yud” in the same syllable, the pronunciation is a long “i” 

as in “lie” and NOT “ay” as in “lay.” 
9 When the dagesh (the dot in the middle of a letter) is placed within 

some letters, such as in the nun in the word ה נ   it doubles the ,ה 

letter. Therefore, this word is pronounced “hin-ney” rather than “hi-

ney.” 
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Sentences 

א .1 ה בּ  ל  י   ל 
 lai-lah ba 

Night came.  

י ם .2 ם 10בּ  י   מ 
 ma-yim ba-yam 

Water [is] in [the] sea.  

י .3 א 11ל  י בּ  נ   בּ 
 bey-niy ba liy 

My son came to me.  

ה .4 ל  י  ל  ה בּ  א  ם בּ   א 
 eym ba-ah ba-lai-lah 

Mother came in the night.  

נ ה .5 י ה  מ  א  י 12ו  ב   א 
 a-viy v-ey-miy hin-neyh 

My father and my mother [are] here. 

                                                

10 When the letter “beyt” is prefixed to a word it means “in,” so this 

word means “in [the] sea.” 
11 When the letter “lamed” is used as a prefix it means “to” or “for.” 

This prefix is followed by the י suffix meaning “me,” so this means 

“to me” or “for me.” 
12 When the letter “vav” is prefixed to a word it means “and.” 
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Lesson 5 – Resh, Shin 

Consonants 

  ”.The “Resh” is pronounced “r” as in “rain ר

 The “Shin” is pronounced two ways, “sh,” as in ש

“sharp,” and “s,” as in “sign.” When a dot is placed 

on the top right corner of the letter (ׁש) it takes the 

“sh” sound and when the dot is placed on the top 

left corner of the letter (ׂש) it takes the “s” sound. 

Vowels 

 This combination of the vav (consonant) and the וֹ

hholam (vowel) is called a “hholam maley” and is 

pronounced “o” as in “open.”  

Practice 

י רוֹ שׁוֹ שׂוֹ .1 י שׂ  י שׁ   שׁ   שׁ  שׂ  ר  ר  ר 

שׁ רוֹשׁ .2 ר ר  יר שׁוֹר שׂ  ר שׁ  שׁ שׂ   שׁ 
ל .3 שׁ שׁ  ים ה  ב שׂ  שׁ שׂ  ב מ  ר י ר ר   נ 
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Practice (transliteration) 

1. she13 sha sey rey ri rai shey sey ro sho so 

2. sheysh sar shiyr shor sir rash rosh 

3. neyr yar rav mish sav siym hesh shel 

Vocabulary 

לוֹם .1  sha-lom Peace שׁ 

ם .2 י  מ   sha-ma-yim Heaven שׁ 

ר .3 מ   a-mar Said (m) א 

א .4 ר   ba-ra Created (m) בּ 

ם .5  sheym Name שׁ 

ה .6 ר  מ   am-rah Said (f) א 

ר .7  sar Ruler שׂ 

 yom Day יוֹם .8

 or Light אוֹר .9

                                                

13 Remember, this is not the English word “she,” but a Hebrew word, 

and the “e” is pronounced with a short “e” and not a long “e” as it is 

in the English word “she.” 
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י .10 בּ   rab-biy Rabbi ר 

Sentences 

לוֹם .1 ר שׁ   שׂ 
 sar sha-lom 

Ruler of Peace.  

ה יוֹם .2 ל  י  ל  ו   
 yom v-lai-lah 

Day and night.  

י .3 ו  י ל  מ   שׁ 
 sh-miy ley-viy 

My name [is] Levi.  

מוֹ .4 ה 14שׁ   מ 
 mah sh-mo 

What [is] his name?  

ם .5 ה  ר  ב  מוֹ א   שׁ 
 sh-mo av-ra-ham 

His name [is] Abraham.  

ם .6 י  מ  ל שׁ  א 15א  ר   בּ 
 ba-ra eyl sha-ma-yim 

God created heaven. 

                                                

14 When the consonant/vowel combination “hholam maley” is 

suffixed to a word it means “of him” or “his.” 
15 In Hebrew, the verb usually appears before the object of the verb. 
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ר .7 מ  לוֹם א  י שׁ  י ל  בּ  ר   
 a-mar rab-biy liy sha-lom 

Rabbi said to me, Shalom. 
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Lesson 6 – Ayin, Tet 

Consonants 

  .The “Ayin” is also silent (the same as the aleph) ע

  ”.The “Tet” is pronounced “t” as in “tune ט

Vowels 

 This consonant (vav) / vowel combination is called וּ

a “shuruq” and is pronounced “u,” as in “tune.” 

Practice 

ט ע  ט  ע   .1 א ע  א ע  ט טוּ ט  ט  ע  א   
ןוּן אוּ בּוֹ בּוּ לוֹ לוּ וֹ אוֹ הוֹ הוּ .2  
עשׂ   טרֶ  .3 ט טוּב טוּע עוּט ט בּ  ב   

Practice (transliteration) 

1. e te ey ti i et tu te e et 

2. ho hu o u bo bu lo lu on un 

3. ret set be vet tuv tu ut 
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Vocabulary 

 tov Good טוֹב .1

ב .2 ר   e-rev Evening ע 

ל .3  al Over, on ע 

ל .4 א  ר  שׂ   yis-ra-eyl Israel י 

 hu He הוּא .5

יא .6  hiy She ה 

ר .7  sho-meyr Keep (m) שׁוֹמ 

Sentences 

ב 16טוֹב .1 ר   ע 
 e-rev tov 

Good evening.  

מ   .2 םשׁ  ה 17  מ 
 mah sh-mam 

                                                

16 In Hebrew, the adjective follows the noun, such as the word טוֹב 

(good) which comes after ב ר   .(evening) ע 
17 When the letter “Mem” is suffixed to a noun it means “of them” or 

“their.” 
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What is their name?  

מוּ .3 ל שׁ  א  ר  שׂ  י   
 sh-mu yis-ra-eyl 

Their name is Israel.  

ל .4 א  ר  שׂ  ל י  לוֹם ע   שׁ 
 sha-lom al yis-ra-eyl 

Peace over Israel.  

י בּ   .5 במ  ר  ע  א בּ   
 miy ba ba-e-rev 

Who came in the evening?  

ב  .6 ר  ע  א בּ   הוּא בּ 
 hu ba ba-e-rev 

He came in the evening.  

ב .7 ר  ע  ה בּ  א  יא בּ   ה 
 hiy ba-ah ba-e-rev 

She came in the evening. 

 



Learn to Read Biblical Hebrew 

26 

Lesson 7 – Tav, Dalet 

Consonants 

  ”.The “Tav” is pronounced “t” as in “tune ת

  ”.The “Dalet” is pronounced “d” as in “dig ד

Vowels 

 This vowel combination (sh'va and segol) is called a א  

“hhataph segol” and is pronounced “eh” as in 

“help.”  

  ”.The “hholam” is pronounced “o” as in “open א  

Practice 

ד  דוֹ ת  ת  ת  ת  ת   ד  ד  ד  ד  ד  ד   .1  
דת ד  ד ד  ד ת  ת ת  ת דוֹת ד  ת ד  דָ  .2  
ידן מ  ת ת  ל מ  ב א  ית דָ ד ב  תוֹ .3  

Practice (transliteration) 

1. de da de dey di da do do te te tey ti ta 
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2. dat det dot dot tod ted deyt dad 

3. tod veyt dav el mot tan miyd 

Vocabulary 

ים .1 לֹה   e-lo-hiym God א 

ה .2  mo-sheh Moses 18מ שׁ 

ן .3 ת   na-tan Gave (m) נ 

ת .4  et (With) 19א 

ה .5  to-rah Teaching 20תוֹר 

                                                

18 Remembering the C+V+C+V rule, the Hebrew word for Moses, 

ה  appears to be missing a vowel after the mem. Since Hebrew ,מ שׁ 

requires a vowel after each consonant, the vowel is the hholam and is 

placed above the letter shin in the same place as the dot above the 

right leg of the shin. The dot in this case serves two purposes. 
19 The Hebrew word ת  is occasionally used in the text to mean א 

“with” but is more frequently used (about 7,000 times) as markers 

for the definite object of the verb and is untranslatable into English. 

For example, in the sentence; “I made the dinner”; the phrase “the 

dinner” is the definite object and would be preceded by the word ת  .א 

If the sentence were; “I made a dinner,” ת  would not precede it א 

since “dinner” in this sentence is not a definite object. 
20 The word ה  while often translated as “law,” actually means ,תוֹר 

“teaching” and is also the Hebrew name for the first five books of the 

Bible as they contain the “teachings” of God. 
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ת .6 בּ   shab-bat Sabbath שׁ 

יד .7 למ   tal-miyd Student (m) ת 

ה .8 יד  מ  ל   tal-miy-dah Student (f) ת 

ד .9  lo-meyd Studies (m) לוֹמ 

ת .10 ד   lo-me-det Studies (f) לוֹמ 

ית .11 אשׁ   rey-shiyt Beginning 21ר 

Sentences 

לוֹם .1 ת שׁ  בּ   שׁ 
 shab-bat sha-lom 

Peaceful Sabbath.  

ת .2 בּ  שׁ  ת ה  רוּ א  מ  שׁ    ו 
 v-sham-ru et ha-shab-bat 

And they will keep the Sabbath. 

ים .3 לֹה  א א  ר  ית בּ  אשׁ  ר    בּ 
 b-rey-shiyt ba-ra e-lo-hiym 

In the beginning God created.  

ה .4 ת תוֹר  ד  ה לוֹמ  יד  מ  ל   ת 
                                                

21 An exception to the rule requiring the C+V+C+V pattern is the 

word ית אשׁ   .The aleph does not always require a vowel after it .ר 
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 tal-miy-dah lo-me-det to-rah 

A student studies Torah.  

נוּ  .5 ה ל  המ שׁ  תוֹר  ת ה  א  22 ן  ת       נ 
 na-tan la-nu mo-sheh et ha-to-rah 

Moses gave to us the Torah.  

תוֹר   .6 ת ה  ד א  יד לוֹמ  מ  ל  הת    
 tal-miyd lo-meyd et ha-to-rah 

A student studies the Torah.  

 

                                                

22 When the letter “lamed” is used as a prefix it means “to” or “for.” 

The suffix ּנו means “us.” Combined, this prefix and suffix mean “to 

us” or “for us.” 
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Lesson 8 – Tsade, Quph 

Consonants 

  ”.The “Tsade” is pronounced “ts” as in “pots צ

 The “final Tsade” is used when this letter appears at ץ

the end of a word. The pronunciation does not 

change.  

  ”.The “Quph” is pronounced “q” as in “quiet ק

 

Vowels 

 This vowel combination (sh'va and patahh) is called א  

a “hhataph patahh” and is pronounced “a” as in 

“father.”  

Practice 

 צ  צ  צ  צ  ק  ק  ק  ק  ק  ק   .1
ץ .2 ק ר  ק ק ץ ר  ק צ  ץ צ   א ץ ק 
ה ק ץ ה ץ .3 א ק  א צ ה ק  ץ צ   צ 
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Practice (transliteration) 

1. tsi tso tsa tse qi qo qa qe qa qey 

2. ots qeyts tsaq tsiq qots raq rets 

3. tsits tse tsoh qa qah qots hots 

Vocabulary 

י ה .1  ha-yah Existed (m) ה 

ץ  .2 ר     e-rets Land  א 

Sentences 

Genesis 1:14
23

 

יע   ק  ר  א ר ת בּ  י מ  ה  ים י  לֹה  ר א  י אמ  ו 
ין  יוֹם וּב  ין ה  יל בּ  ד  ב  ה  ם ל  י  מ  ש  ה 
ים  מוֹע ד  א ת ת וּל  יוּ ל  ה  ה ו  ל  י  ל  ה 

ים נ  שׁ  ים ו  י מ   וּל 

                                                

23 From this point on the alephbet lessons will include Biblical 

passages. While most of the words will not be recognizable at this 

time, remember that our objective is to “read” the text, not 

necessarily understand it. 
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Sentences (transliteration) 

vai-yo-mer e-lo-him ye-hi me-o-rot bir-qi-a ha-

sha-ma-yim le-hav-dil beyn hai-yom u-veyn ha-

lai-lah ve-hai-u le-o-tot ul-mo-a-dim ul-ya-mim 

ve-sha-nim 
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Lesson 9 – Hhet, Kaph 

Consonants 

 The “Hhet” is pronounced “hh” as in the German ח

word “ich” or the name “Bach.”  

 The “Kaph” is pronounced two ways, “k” as in כ

kick, and “kh” as in the German word “ich” or the 

name “Bach.” If the dagesh appears in the middle 

of the letter (ּכ) it is pronounced “k.” When the 

dagesh does not appear in the letter (כ) it is 

pronounced “kh.” 

 The “final kaph” may also appear with the dagesh ך

 with the (ך) or without the dagesh (ךּ)

pronunciations being the same as the “kaph.” All 

words will end with a consonant; the only exception 

to this is the “final kaph” which will usually be 

followed by a vowel. 

Vowels 

  ”.The “qubbuts” is pronounced “u” as in “tune א  

Practice 

 כ  כ  כּ  כּ  כ  ח  ח  ח  ח  ח  ח   .1
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ךְ כּ ח   .2 ךָ 24ה  ח ח  ךּ כּ  ךָ ח  ח ח  כ   
ח .3 ךָ א  ךְ ח  ךְ ח  ךָ א  ח  ר   ר ח  ר 

Practice (transliteration) 

1. khi khe key ko khu hha hhe hhey hhi hho hhu 

2. hakh ko-ahh khahh hhey-kha hheyk kihh hhi-

kha 

3. ro-ahh ru-ahh ra-kha akh hhakh hha-kha ahh 

Vocabulary 

ן .1  kheyn Yes, so כ 

ב .2 שׂ   e-sev Grass, herb ע 

ץ .3  eyts Tree ע 

Sentences 

Genesis 1:5 

                                                

24 When the letter hhet is at the end of a word and one of the “a” 

vowels (the patahh or qamats), the order that these letters is 

pronounced are reversed. In this case, this word is pronounced 

ko’ahh, not ko’hha. 
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ח שֶךְ  ים לָאוֹר יוֹם וְל  לֹה  קְרָא א  י  ו 
י יְה  י25-קָרָא לָיְלָה ו  יְה  ב קֶר -עֶרֶב ו 

 יוֹם אֶחָד׃

Sentences (transliteration) 

vai-yiq-ra e-lo-him la-or yom ve-la-hho-shekh qa-

ra lai-lah vai-hi e-rev vai-hi vo-qer yom e-hhad 

                                                

25 This “hyphen,” called a maqaph, connects words together and they 

are pronounced as one word. 
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Lesson 10 – Zayin, Pey 

Consonants 

  ”.The “Zayin” is pronounced “z” as in “zebra ז

 The “Pey” is pronounced two ways, “p” as in פ

“pad,” and “ph” as “phone.” If the dagesh appears 

in the middle of the letter (ּפ) it is pronounced “p.” 

When the dagesh does not appear in the letter (פ) it 

is pronounced “ph.” 

 The “final Pey” is only used when this letter appears ף

at the end of a word. The “final pey” will never 

appear with the dagesh and will therefore be 

pronounced “ph.”  

Vowels 

 This vowel combination (sh'va and qamats) is א  

called a “hhataph qamats” and is pronounced “a” 

as in “father.” 

Practice 

י .1  פ  פ  פ  פּ  ז  ז  ז  ז  זוֹ פּוֹ פ 

ף  .2 א א  ה ז  ףז  א פ ז ז  ז ז  ז ה  א   
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ף ז   .3 ז כּ  ז שׁ  ן שׁ  ף ךְפּ ח  פּ  ק   

Practice (transliteration) 

1. phe pha phe pey zu zey za zi zo po phiy 

2. zah zey aph eyz hez ze phaz zeph 

3. po-ahh pan shaz shaz kaph zeykh quph 

Vocabulary 

ר .1 שׁ   a-sher Which, who א 

ה .2 שׂ   a-sah To do, make ע 

ים .3 נ   pa-niym Face פּ 

Sentences 

Genesis 1:11 

א  שׁ  ץ ד  ר  א  א ה  שׁ  ד  ים ת  לֹה  ר א  י אמ  ו 
י  ר  ה פּ  י ע שׂ  ר  ץ פּ  ע ע  ר  יע  ז  ר  ז  ב מ  שׂ  ע 
י  ה  י  ץ ו  ר  א  ל ה  עוֹ בוֹ ע  ר  ר ז  שׁ  ינוֹ א  מ  ל 

ן  כ 
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Sentences (transliteration) 

vai-yo-mer e-lo-him tad-shey ha-a-rets de-she ey-

sev maz-ri-a ze-ra eyts pe-ri o-seh pe-ri le-mi-no 

a-sher zar-o vo al ha-a-rets vai-hi kheyn 
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Lesson 11 – Gimel, Samehh 

Consonants 

  ”.The “Gimel” is pronounced “g” as in “game ג

  ”.The “Samehh” is pronounced “s” as in “sand ס

Practice 

 ס  ס  ס  ס  ס  ג  ג  ג  ג  ג  ג  ג   .1

א ג ה .2 ג ג  ה גוֹא א  ס ס  ם א   ס 
ר ס ד .3 ג ג ס ס  ף ס  ס ס  ס ס   מ 

Practice (transliteration) 

1. so su sa sey si ge ga ga ge go gi ga 

2. sem as seyh go ag ge goh 

3. mas seys seyph seyg gas sur sod 
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Vocabulary 

לכּ   .1 26 kol All 

ם .2 ד   a-dam Man א 

 oph Bird  עוֹף  .3

ג ה .4  da-gah Fish ד 

Sentences 

Genesis 1:26 

ם  ד  ה א  ע שׂ  ים נ  לֹה  ר א  י אמ  ו 
י ם  ת ה  ג  ד  דוּ ב  ר  י  נוּ ו  מוּת  ד  נוּ כּ  מ  ל  צ  בּ 

ל  כ  ה וּב  מ  ה  בּ  ם וּב  י  מ  ש  עוֹף ה  וּב 
ר מ   שׂ ה  מ  ר  ל ה  כ  ץ וּב  ר  א  ל ה  שׂ ע 

ץ ר  א   ה 

 

                                                

26 This word appears to be pronounced “kal” but, is actually 

pronounced “kol.” In this instance the qamats vowel represents a 

rare vowel pronounced “o.” 
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Sentences (transliteration) 

vai-yo-mer e-lo-him na-a-seh a-dam be-tsal-mey-

nu kid-mu-tey-nu ve-yir-du vid-gat hai-yam uv-

oph ha-sha-ma-yim u-va-be-hey-mah uv-khol ha-

a-rets uv-khol ha-re-mes ha-ro-meys al ha-a-rets 
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RReeaaddiinngg  PPrraaccttiiccee  

______________________________________________ 

Below is the first chapter of the book of Genesis in 

Hebrew. The name “Genesis” comes from the Greek name 

for this book and means “origins.” The Hebrew name for 

this book is “Bereshiyt.” The Hebrew names for the first 

five books of the Bible are derived from the first word (or 

first principle word) of the book. In this case, the first 

word in the book is “bereshiyt,” which means “in the 

beginning.”  

The purpose of this section is to allow you to practice 

reading. Also included is a transliteration of the chapter for 

pronunciation help. Again, remember to use the correct 

Hebrew pronunciation for each vowel. 
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ם &1 י  שָמ  ת ה  ים א  לֹה  ית בָּרָא א  אש  בְּר 
ת הָאָרֶץ׃   וְא 

be-rey-shit ba-ra e-lo-him eyt ha-sha-ma-yim ve-

eyt ha-a-rets  

 
ל&2 י -וְהָאָרֶץ הָיְתָה ת הוּ וָב הוּ וְח שֶךְ ע  פְנ 

ל חֶפֶת ע  ים מְר  לֹה  י -תְהוֹם וְרוּח  א  פְנ 
ם׃ מָי    ה 

ve-ha-a-rets hai-tah to-hu va-vo-hu ve-hho-shekh 

al pe-ney te-hom ve-ru-ahh e-lo-him me-ra-hhe-

phet al pe-ney ha-ma-yim  

 
י אמֶר&3 י ו  יְה  י אוֹר ו  ים יְה  לֹה    אוֹר׃-א 

vai-yo-mer e-lo-him ye-hi or vai-hi or  

 
ים אֶת&4 לֹה  י רְא א  י-ו  ל -הָאוֹר כּ  בְד  י  טוֹב ו 

ח שֶךְ׃ ין ה  ין הָאוֹר וּב  ים בּ  לֹה    א 
vai-yar e-lo-him et ha-or ki tov vai-yav-deyl e-lo-

him beyn ha-or u-veyn ha-hho-shekh  

 
ח שֶךְ קָרָא &5 ים לָאוֹר יוֹם וְל  לֹה  קְרָא א  י  ו 

י יְה  י-לָיְלָה ו  יְה   ב קֶר יוֹם אֶחָד׃ -עֶרֶב ו 
vai-yiq-ra e-lo-him la-or yom ve-la-hho-shekh qa-

ra lai-lah vai-hi e-rev vai-hi vo-qer yom e-hhad  
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ם&6 מָי  יע  בְּתוֹךְ ה  י רָק  ים יְה  לֹה  י אמֶר א   ו 
ם׃ ם לָמָי  י  ין מ  יל בּ  בְד  י מ  יה    ו 

vai-yo-mer e-lo-him ye-hi ra-qi-a be-tokh ha-ma-

yim vi-hi mav-dil beyn ma-yim la-ma-yim  

 
ים אֶת&7 לֹה  שׂ א  י ע  ין -ו  ל בּ  בְד  י  יע  ו  הָרָק 

ם  י  מ  ין ה  יע  וּב  ת לָרָק  ח  ת  ם אֲשֶר מ  י  מ  ה 
יע   ל לָרָק  ע  י אֲשֶר מ  יְה  ן׃-ו    כ 

vai-ya-as e-lo-him et ha-ra-qi-a vai-yav-deyl beyn 

ha-ma-yim a-sher mi-ta-hhat la-ra-qi-a u-veyn 

ha-ma-yim a-sher mey-al la-ra-qi-a vai-hi kheyn  

 
י&8 יְה  ם ו  יע  שָמָי  ים לָרָק  לֹה  קְרָא א  י  -ו 

י יְה  י׃ -עֶרֶב ו  נ   ב קֶר יוֹם ש 
vai-yiq-ra e-lo-him la-ra-qi-a sha-ma-yim vai-hi 

e-rev vai-hi vo-qer yom shey-ni  

 
ת &9 ח  ת  ם מ  י  מ  קָווּ ה  ים י  לֹה  י אמֶר א  ו 

ם אֶל י  שָמ  בָּשָה -ה  י  רָאֶה ה  מָקוֹם אֶחָד וְת 
י יְה  ן׃-ו    כ 

vai-yo-mer e-lo-him yi-qav-u ha-ma-yim mi-ta-

hhat ha-sha-ma-yim el ma-qom e-hhad ve-tey-ra-

eh hai-ya-ba-shah vai-hi kheyn  

 
ה &11 קְו  בָּשָה אֶרֶץ וּלְמ  י  ים ל  לֹה  קְרָא א  י  ו 

י ים כּ  לֹה  י רְא א  ים ו  ם קָרָא י מ  י  מ    טוֹב׃-ה 
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vai-yiq-ra e-lo-him lai-ya-ba-shah e-rets ul-miq-

veh ha-ma-yim qa-ra ya-mim vai-yar e-lo-him ki 

tov  

 
א הָאָרֶץ דֶשֶא &11 דְש  ים ת  לֹה  י אמֶר א  ו 

ינוֹ  י לְמ  י ע שֶׂה פְר  ץ פְר  ע ע  יע  זֶר  זְר  שֶׂב מ  ע 
רְעוֹ ל-אֲשֶר ז  י-בוֹ ע  יְה  ן׃-הָאָרֶץ ו    כ 

vai-yo-mer e-lo-him tad-shey ha-a-rets de-she ey-

sev maz-ri-a ze-ra eyts pe-ri o-seh pe-ri le-mi-no 

a-sher zar-o vo al ha-a-rets vai-hi kheyn  

 
ע &12 יע  זֶר  זְר  שֶׂב מ  א הָאָרֶץ דֶשֶא ע  תוֹצ  ו 

ץ ע שֶׂה הוּ וְע  ינ  רְעוֹ-לְמ  י אֲשֶר ז  בוֹ -פְר 
י ים כּ  לֹה  י רְא א  הוּ ו  ינ    טוֹב׃-לְמ 

va-to-tsey ha-a-rets de-she ey-sev maz-ri-a ze-ra 

le-mi-ney-hu ve-eyts o-seh pe-ri a-sher zar-o vo 

le-mi-ney-hu vai-yar e-lo-him ki tov  

 
י&13 יְה  י-ו  יְה  י׃ -עֶרֶב ו  יש   ב קֶר יוֹם שְל 

vai-hi e-rev vai-hi vo-qer yom she-li-shi  

 
יע  &14 רְק  י מְא ר ת בּ  ים יְה  לֹה  י אמֶר א  ו 

ין ה   יוֹם וּב  ין ה  יל בּ  בְד  ם לְה  י  שָמ  לָיְלָה ה 
ים׃ ים וְשָנ  ים וּלְיָמ    וְהָיוּ לְא ת ת וּלְמוֹעֲד 

vai-yo-mer e-lo-him ye-hi me-o-rot bir-qi-a ha-

sha-ma-yim le-hav-dil beyn hai-yom u-veyn ha-
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lai-lah ve-hai-u le-o-tot ul-mo-a-dim ul-ya-mim 

ve-sha-nim  

 
שָמ  &15 יע  ה  רְק  מְאוֹר ת בּ  יר וְהָיוּ ל  ם לְהָא  י 
ל י-ע  יְה  ן׃-הָאָרֶץ ו    כ 

ve-hai-u lim-o-rot bir-qi-a ha-sha-ma-yim le-ha-ir 

al ha-a-rets vai-hi kheyn  

 
ים אֶת&16 לֹה  שׂ א  י ע  מְא ר ת -ו  י ה  שְנ 

ים: אֶת גְד ל  גָד ל לְמֶמְשֶלֶת -ה  מָאוֹר ה  ה 
יוֹם וְאֶת קָט ן לְמֶמְשֶלֶ -ה  מָאוֹר ה  ת ה 

ים׃ כּוֹכָב  ת ה  יְלָה וְא  ל    ה 
vai-ya-as e-lo-him et she-ney ham-o-rot ha-ge-do-

lim et ha-ma-or ha-ga-dol le-mem-she-let hai-

yom ve-et ha-ma-or ha-qa-ton le-mem-she-let ha-

lai-lah ve-eyt ha-ko-kha-vim  

 
ם&17 שָמָי  יע  ה  רְק  ים בּ  לֹה  ן א תָם א  ת  י   ו 

ל יר ע    הָאָרֶץ׃-לְהָא 
vai-yi-teyn o-tam e-lo-him bir-qi-a ha-sha-ma-yim 

le-ha-ir al ha-a-rets  

 
ין &18 יל בּ  בְד  יְלָה וּלְה  ל  יוֹם וּב  מְש ל בּ  וְל 

י ים כּ  לֹה  י רְא א  ח שֶךְ ו  ין ה    טוֹב׃-הָאוֹר וּב 
ve-lim-shol ba-yom u-va-lai-lah ul-hav-dil beyn 

ha-or u-veyn ha-hho-shekh vai-yar e-lo-him ki tov  
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י&19 יְה  י-ו  יְה  י׃ -עֶרֶב ו  יע   ב קֶר יוֹם רְב 

vai-hi e-rev vai-hi vo-qer yom re-vi-i  

 
ים&21 לֹה  י אמֶר א  ם שֶרֶץ -ו  י  מ  שְרְצוּ ה  י 

ל ף ע  יָה וְעוֹף יְעוֹפ  ל-נֶפֶש ח  י -הָאָרֶץ ע  פְנ 
שָ  יע  ה  ם׃רְק    מָי 

vai-yo-mer e-lo-him yish-re-tsu ha-ma-yim she-

rets ne-phesh hhai-yah ve-oph ye-o-pheyph al ha-

a-rets al pe-ney re-qi-a ha-sha-ma-yim  

 
ים אֶת&21 לֹה  בְרָא א  י  ים -ו  גְד ל  ם ה  ינ  נ  ת  ה 

ת כָּל יָה הָר מֶשֶׂת אֲשֶר שָרְצוּ -וְא  ח  נֶפֶש ה 
י   מ  ת כָּלה  הֶם וְא  ינ  הוּ -ם לְמ  ינ  עוֹף כָּנָף לְמ 

י ים כּ  לֹה  י רְא א    טוֹב׃-ו 
vai-yiv-ra e-lo-him et ha-ta-ni-nim ha-ge-do-lim 

ve-eyt kol ne-phesh ha-hha-yah ha-ro-me-set a-

sher shar-tsu ha-ma-yim le-mi-ney-hem ve-eyt kol 

oph ka-naph le-mi-ney-hu vai-yar e-lo-him ki tov  

 
אמ ר: פְרוּ &22 ים ל  לֹה  יְבָרֶךְ א תָם א  ו 

לְאוּ אֶת רֶב -וּרְבוּ וּמ  ים וְהָעוֹף י  י מ  ם בּ  י  מ  ה 
  בָּאָרֶץ׃

vai-va-rekh o-tam e-lo-him ley-mor pe-ru ur-vu u-

mil-u et ha-ma-yim ba-ya-mim ve-ha-oph yi-rev 

ba-a-rets  
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י&23 יְה  יְ -ו  יעֶרֶב ו  י׃ -ה  יש   ב קֶר יוֹם חֲמ 

vai-hi e-rev vai-hi vo-qer yom hha-mi-shi  

 
א הָאָרֶץ נֶפֶש &24 ים תוֹצ  לֹה  י אמֶר א  ו 

יְתוֹ מָה וָרֶמֶשׂ וְח  ינָהּ בְּה  יָה לְמ  אֶרֶץ -ח 
י יְה  ינָהּ ו  ן׃-לְמ    כ 

vai-yo-mer e-lo-him to-tsey ha-a-rets ne-phesh 

hhai-yah le-mi-nah be-hey-mah va-re-mes ve-

hhai-to e-rets le-mi-nah vai-hi kheyn  

 
ים אֶת&25 לֹה  שׂ א  י ע  ינָהּ -ו  י ת הָאָרֶץ לְמ  ח 

ת כָּל-וְאֶת ינָהּ וְא  מָה לְמ  בְּה  רֶמֶשׂ -ה 
י ים כּ  לֹה  י רְא א  הוּ ו  ינ    טוֹב׃-הָאֲדָמָה לְמ 

vai-ya-as e-lo-him et hhai-yat ha-a-rets le-mi-nah 

ve-et ha-be-hey-mah le-mi-nah ve-eyt kol re-mes 

ha-a-da-mah le-mi-ney-hu vai-yar e-lo-him ki tov  

 
נוּ &26 לְמ  עֲשֶׂה אָדָם בְּצ  ים נ  לֹה  י אמֶר א  ו 

ם  י  שָמ  יָם וּבְעוֹף ה  ת ה  דְג  רְדוּ ב  נוּ וְי  דְמוּת  כּ 
מָה וּבְכָל בְּה  רֶמֶשׂ הָ -הָאָרֶץ וּבְכָל-וּב 

ל שׂ ע    הָאָרֶץ׃-הָר מ 
vai-yo-mer e-lo-him na-a-seh a-dam be-tsal-mey-

nu kid-mu-tey-nu ve-yir-du vid-gat hai-yam uv-

oph ha-sha-ma-yim u-va-be-hey-mah uv-khol ha-

a-rets uv-khol ha-re-mes ha-ro-meys al ha-a-rets  
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ים אֶת&27 לֹה  בְרָא א  י  לְמוֹ הָאָדָם בְּ -ו  צ 

בָה  ים בָּרָא א תוֹ: זָכָר וּנְק  לֹה  בְּצֶלֶם א 
  בָּרָא א תָם׃

vai-yiv-ra e-lo-him et ha-a-dam be-tsal-mo be-

tse-lem e-lo-him ba-ra o-to za-khar un-qey-vah 

ba-ra o-tam  

 
י אמֶר לָהֶם &28 ים ו  לֹה  יְבָרֶךְ א תָם א  ו 

לְא ים פְרוּ וּרְבוּ וּמ  לֹה  הָאָרֶץ -וּ אֶתא 
ם  י  שָמ  יָם וּבְעוֹף ה  ת ה  דְג  הָ וּרְדוּ בּ  בְשֻׁ וְכ 

ל-וּבְכָל יָה הָר מֶשֶׂת ע    הָאָרֶץ׃-ח 
vai-va-rekh o-tam e-lo-him vai-yo-mer la-hem e-

lo-him pe-ru ur-vu u-mil-u et ha-a-rets ve-khiv-

shu-ah ur-du bid-gat hai-yam uv-oph ha-sha-ma-

yim uv-khol hhai-yah ha-ro-me-set al ha-a-rets  

 
י לָכֶם אֶת&29 ת  ה נָת  נ  ים ה  לֹה  י אמֶר א  -ו 
ל-כָּל ע אֲשֶר ע  ע  זֶר  ר  שֶׂב ז  י כָל-ע  הָאָרֶץ -פְנ 

ץ אֲשֶר-כָּל-וְאֶת י-הָע  ע: -בּוֹ פְר  ע  זָר  ר  ץ ז  ע 
הְיֶה לְאָכְלָה׃   לָכֶם י 

vai-yo-mer e-lo-him hin-neyh na-ta-ti la-khem et 

kol ey-sev zo-rey-a ze-ra a-sher al pe-ney khol 

ha-a-rets ve-et kol ha-eyts a-sher bo phe-ri eyts 

zo-rey-a za-ra la-khem yih-yeh le-akh-lah  
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י ת הָאָרֶץ וּלְכָל-וּלְכָל&31 ם -ח  י  שָמ  עוֹף ה 
ל שׂ ע  יָה בּוֹ נֶ -הָאָרֶץ אֲשֶר-וּלְכ ל רוֹמ  פֶש ח 

י-כָּל-אֶת יְה  שֶׂב לְאָכְלָה ו  ן׃-יֶרֶק ע    כ 
ul-khol hhai-yat ha-a-rets ul-khol oph ha-sha-ma-

yim ul-khol ro-meys al ha-a-rets a-sher bo ne-

phesh hhai-yah et kol ye-req ey-sev le-akh-lah 

vai-hi kheyn  

 
ים אֶת&31 לֹה  י רְא א  ה אֲשֶר עָשָׂ -כָּל-ו 

ה נ  י-וְה  יְה  י-טוֹב מְא ד ו  יְה  ב קֶר יוֹם -עֶרֶב ו 
י׃  ש  ש   ה 

vai-yar e-lo-him et kol a-sher a-sah ve-hin-neyh 

tov me-od vai-hi e-rev vai-hi vo-qer yom ha-shi-

shi 
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RReeffeerreennccee  GGuuiiddee  

______________________________________________ 

The purpose of the Reference Guide is to be an aid to the 

Hebrew student to assist with recognizingthe prefixes and 

suffixes of Hebrew nouns and verbs.   

Uncovering the Root Word 

One Hebrew word may contain a root, one or two prefixes 

as well as one or two suffixes. As an example, let us look 

at the word ם ר  בּ  ד  י   .(vai-dab-reym, see 1 Samuel 8:21) ו 

To find the root word, we first identify the prefixes and 

suffixes. The prefix ו (v) means “and.” The י (y) is another 

prefix identifying the subject of the verb as “he.” The 

suffix ם (m) identifies the object of the verb as “them.” 

Once the suffix and prefixes are removed we have the root 

 meaning “speak,” remaining. The Hebrew word ,דבר

ם ר  בּ  ד  י   ”.means “and he spoke to them ו 

Identification of the prefixes and suffixes of a verb will 

assist you in translating each word correctly. This will also 

allow you to uncover the root of the word, which can then 

be looked up in the root dictionary below. 

Prefixes - The article, conjunction and 

prepositions 

Some of the most common words found in the Bible are 

actually written as prefixes, such as ב (in), ו (and), ה (the) 

and ל (to). The two prefixes, כ (like) and ש (which), are 
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also used, but occur infrequently. Combining a prefix with 

a suffix will also form a word. For example, the word לך 
is the prefix ל meaning “to” and the suffix ך meaning 

“you” (see possessive pronouns below) forming a word 

meaning “to you.” 

Prefixes 

The --ה  And --ו 
To --ל   In --ב 
From --מ  Like --כ 

Which, who  --ש 

Plural 

Nouns are made plural by adding the following suffixes. 

There are a few exceptions to these gender-specific 

suffixes. For example, אב (father) and אור (light) are 

masculine words, yet carry the feminine suffix, אבות and 

 .but still remain masculine ,אורות

Plural Suffixes 

Masculine Feminine 

 --ות  --ים
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Noun Derivatives 

Included in this section is a list of the most common 

prefixes, infixes
27

 and suffixes added to a root to form a 

new noun. Each noun derivative will be related in meaning 

to the original root word. By recognizing these “affixes,” 

one can easily uncover the original root word assisting the 

reader with identifying the meaning of the word. For 

example, the words צדיק and צדקה are derived from the 

root צדק (righteous). The word צדיק is formed by 

infixing the letter י and has the meaning of “a righteous 

one.” The word צדקה is formed by suffixing the letter ה 
and has the meaning of “righteousness.” 

Noun Derivatives 

 --י- --ם מ--
 --וֹ- --ת ת--
ןוֹ -- תוֹ --ה -- 
  --ית 

Pronouns 

The following pronouns are very common and a good 

understanding of them will assist the student in reading the 

text. 

                                                

27
 An “infix” is a letter or letters placed within the body of a root or 

word. 
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Pronouns 
Singular  Plural 

Masculine 
I י נ  נוּ We  א   א 
You ה ת  ת   You  א  םא   
He הוּא  They ם  ה 

Feminine 
I י נ  נוּ We  א   א 
You   ת ן You  א  ת   א 
She יא ן They  ה   ה 

 

Possessive Pronouns (Nouns) 
Singular  Plural 

Masculine 
My י--  Our ּנו-- 
Your ָך--  Your ם   --כ 
His ֹו--  Their ם--  

Feminine 
My י--  Our ּנו--  
Your ְך--  Your ן   --כ 
Her ה--  Their ן--  
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Hebrew Tenses 

Hebrew verb tenses are not related to time (past, present 

or future) as in English, but to action. There are two 

Hebrew tenses, perfect and imperfect. The perfect tense is 

a complete action and is similar to past tense. The 

imperfect tense is an incomplete action (an action that has 

started but not finished or an action that has not started) 

and is similar to our present and future tense. 

Each verb will also identify the person, gender and number 

of the subject of the verb. The person is expressed as first, 

second or third person, the gender will be either masculine 

or feminine and the number will be singular or plural. 

Using the Hebrew root word שמר (to guard), the letter א 

is prefixed to form the verb אשמר. The addition of this 

letter indicates that the verb is first person, masculine, 

singular and imperfect tense - “I am guarding” or “I will 

guard.” By suffixing the letters תי, the verb שמרתי is 

formed, and is first person, masculine, singular, perfect 

tense - “I guarded.” 

When the conjunction ו (meaning “and”) is prefixed to a 

verb, the tense is reversed. While אשמר means “I will 

guard” (imperfect tense), ואשמר becomes “I guarded” 

(perfect tense).  While שמרתי means “I guarded” (perfect 

tense), ושמרתי becomes “I will guard” (imperfect tense). 
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Verb Subjects (Perfect Tense) 
Singular  Plural 

Masculine 
I י   --נוּ We  -- ת 
You   ת --  You ם   -- ת 
He --  They ּו --  

Feminine 
I י--  We ּנו--  
You   ת --  You ן   -- ת 
She ה--  They ֹו --  

Verb Subjects (Imperfect Tense) 
Singular  Plural 

Masculine 
I --א  We --נ  
You --ת  You ּת--ו  
He --י  They ּי--ו  

Feminine 
I --א  We --נ  
You ת--י  You ת--נה  
She --ת  They ת--נה  
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TTrraannssllaattiinngg  LLeessssoonnss  

______________________________________________ 

Your next step in Biblical Hebrew studies is to learn 

sentence and word structure. The following are the first 

five verses of Genesis chapter one where we will examine 

each word, one at a time, explaining their construction and 

relationship within the sentence. These lessons will 

frequently refer to prefixes, suffixes and roots that can be 

found in the Reference Guide of this book. 
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Lesson 1 – Genesis 1:1 

ם  י  שָמ  ת ה  ים א  לֹה  ית בָּרָא א  אש  בְּר 
ת הָאָרֶץ׃  וְא 

ית אש   בְּר 
The ב is a prefix meaning “inside” or “in.” This letter is an 

abbreviated form of the Hebrew word בית (beyt) 

meaning, “house.” Inside the house is where the family 

resides. (For a list of the common prefixes see the chart 

labeled “Prefixes.”) 

The root word is רוש (rosh) meaning, “head.” Adding 

certain letters to the root commonly forms words related 

in meaning to the root and all of the words derived from 

the same root will be related in meaning. In this case, the 

letters ית are added to the root to form a noun, ראשית. 

This word means “beginning,” the head of a time or space 

as at the beginning of an event or a river. (For a list of 

common letters used to form new nouns, see the chart 

above labeled “Noun Derivatives.”) 

By being able to recognize the letters added to a root to 

form noun derivatives, one can easily find the root within 

the word. There are approximately 8,000 different words 

in the Hebrew Bible, all of which are derived from only 

about 1,500 roots. Of these 1,500, about half are rarely 

used in the Bible. This means that with a good 

understanding of about 750 roots one can easily read the 
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Biblical text without memorizing all 8,000 words used 

within it.  

 בָּרָא
This is a verb usually translated as “create.” 

Each verb identifies the person (first, second or third), 

gender (masculine or feminine), number (singular or 

plural) and tense (perfect or imperfect). This verb would 

be literally translated as “he created.” The construction of 

the verb identifies the subject of the verb as third person, 

masculine, singular and perfect tense. (For the various 

prefixes and suffixes added to the verb to identify person, 

gender, number and tense, see the "Verb Charts” above.) 

The perfect tense is a completed action and is similar to 

our past tense. The imperfect tense is an incomplete action 

and is similar to our present or future tense. Notice the 

difference of tenses between Hebrew and English. English 

tenses are related to time (past, present or future) while 

Hebrew is related to an action (complete or incomplete).  

ים לֹה   א 
This word is the subject of the verb, the “he” in “he 

created.” Generally, the subject of the verb will follow the 

verb rather than precede it as in English. In English, we 

say “God created,” but in Hebrew, this would be written 

as “created God.”  

The root word for this noun is אלה meaning “power.” 

This word is used for anyone or anything which, has 

“power” and is often translated as “God.” The suffix ים 
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denotes a plural for masculine nouns. While English 

plurals convey quantity (more than one), Hebrew plurals 

convey quantity or quality (very large or great). The word 

 can be translated as “gods” (quantity) or “a great אלהים

god” (quality). The idea of “a great god” is generally 

written in English as “God.”  

Only through context can it be determined if the plural 

noun is identifying quantity or quality. This can be the 

context within the passage or the sentence structure itself. 

In this verse, the context of the sentence structure requires 

this word to be understood as qualitative since the verb 

preceding it states “he (singular) created” and not “they 

(plural) created.”  

ת  א 
The word את is used over 11,000 times (and never 

translated into English as there is no equivalent) to point 

to the definite object of the verb.  

ם י  שָמ   ה 
The first letter, ה, is another prefix and is usually 

translated as “the ” (definite article). This prefix is the short 

form of the word הל meaning “to look at something.”  

The root word is שמים meaning, “sky” or “heaven.” 

Several Hebrew words are always written in the plural 

form such as this word.  
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Because the ה (the) precedes the word שמים, this word is 

a definite object of the verb ברא, hence, the reason for the 

word את before it.  

ת  וְא 
Another very common prefix is the letter ו, usually 

translated as “and.” This is the abbreviated form of the 

word וו meaning, “peg” or “nail.” As a nail attaches two 

items together, this prefix attaches two or more things 

together in a sentence, in this case, “the skies and the 

land.”  

Added to this prefix is the word את which was previously 

discussed. Because of this word, we know that the word 

which follows is also a definite object of the verb ברא.  

 הָאָרֶץ

The letter ה is the prefix meaning “the.” The word ארץ is 

a common word meaning, “land” or “earth.”  
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Lesson 2 – Genesis 1:2 

ךְ  ח שׁ  ב הוּ ו  ה ת הוּ ו  ת  י  ץ ה  ר  א  ה  ו 
ים  לֹה  רוּח  א  הוֹם ו  י ת  נ  ל־פּ  ע 

ח   ר  ם׃מ  י  מ  י ה  נ  ל־פּ  ת ע  פ   

ץ ר  א  ה   ו 

As previously discussed the prefix ו is used to attach two 

parts of a sentence together but is also used to attach two 

or more sentences together, in other words bringing all of 

the words of one story together. In fact, the entire chapter 

of Genesis chapter one is one long story as each sentence 

begins with a ו.  

The letter ה is the prefix meaning “the” and the word ארץ, 

as previously discussed, which means “land.”  
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ה ת  י   ה 
The root of this verb is היה, a very common root literally 

meaning “to exist” or “to breathe” as one who exists 

breathes, but is usually translated with a form of the 

English verb “to be.” This verb is made feminine, singular, 

and perfect tense by adding the ה to the end of the root 

 is added as a suffix to a root that ends ה When a .(היהה)

with a ה, this ה is changed to a (היתה) ת. This verb 

would be literally translated as “she existed” where the 

“she” is the “land,” the previous word.  

 ת הוּ
The root word here is תה meaning “empty.” By adding 

the suffix letter ו to the root, a noun derivative is formed 

meaning, “empty” or “void.”  

ב הוּ  ו 
The first letter, ו, is the prefix meaning “and” and is used 

to connect this word with the previous word.  

The root word is בה meaning, “to fill a void.” A common 

Hebrew word also derived from this root is בוא (bo') and 

is usually translated as “come” or “go.” The English 

translations of this word imply movement in a certain 

direction but the Hebrew meaning of the word בוא is to 

“fill a void” and can be either fill a void here (come) or fill 

a void there (go).  

The ו added after the root forms a noun derivative 

meaning, “void.”  
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The phrase תהו ובהו is a common style of poetry where 

similar sounding words are grouped together. While the 

phrase “The painter painted a painting with paint,” would 

be poor English, it is a perfect example of Hebrew poetry. 

ךְ ח שׁ   ו 
The first letter is the prefix ו, meaning “and.” The word 

  ”.means “dark” or “darkness השך

 

ל  ע 
This word is very common and means “over” or “on.”  

י נ   פּ 
The root for this word is פנה meaning, face. This word is 

always used in the plural form פנים (the ה is dropped 

when the masculine plural suffix is added). This word is in 

the construct state “faces of.....”  

When a masculine plural noun is used in the Construct 

State, the letter ם is always dropped.  

הוֹם  ת 
A noun derived from the root הום meaning “sea,” closely 

related in form to the more common word for sea, יום. 
This noun derivative is formed by adding the prefix letter 

 and has the more specific meaning of “deep sea.” This ,ת
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and the previous word form the Construct phrase “faces of 

the deep.” 

רוּח    ו 
The first letter ו is the prefix meaning “and.” The word 

 is another Hebrew word meaning, “wind.” Though רוח

this word is often translated as “spirit” the more Hebraic 

understanding is “wind” or “breath.” 

ים לֹה   א 
This is the same word discussed previously. When two 

nouns appear together they are in the Construct State. 

This word and the preceding word, רוח, would be 

translated as “wind/breath of God.”  

ת פ  ח  ר   מ 
The root of this verb is רחף meaning, “hover over” such 

as a bird does over the nest. The letter מ is a prefix added 

to the verb to form a conjugation. The letter ת indicates 

this verb is feminine singular perfect tense and literally 

translated as “she hovered.” The “she” of this word is the 

previous word רוח, a feminine word. While most consider 

the “Spirit” (wind/breath) a “he,” Biblically, it is a “she.”  

ל  ע 
This is the same word previously discussed meaning 

“over” or “on.”  
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י נ   פּ 
This word was also previously discussed meaning “faces” 

and is in the construct state with the following word.  

ם י  מ    ה 

The first letter ה is the prefix meaning “the.” The root 

word is מים, a very common word meaning, “water.”  

Notice that the previous sentence contains no verb. While 

a verb is required in every English sentence it is not in 

Biblical Hebrew.  
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Lesson 3 – Genesis 1:3 

י־אוֹר׃ ה  י  י אוֹר ו  ה  ים י  לֹה  ר א  י אמ   ו 

ר י אמ   ו 
The first letter ו is the prefix meaning “and.” The root 

word is אמר.  

Hebrew root words can be used as a noun or a verb. As a 

noun, this root would mean a “word” while as a verb it 

means, “to say.” We see a similar occurrence in English as 

in the sentence; “He will play Moses in the play.” The first 

use of the word “play” is a verb while the second is a 

noun. The context of the sentence, as well as the type of 

prefixes and suffixes added to the word, will tell you if the 

word is a verb or a noun.  

When the letter י is added to the root אמר, the word is 

identified as a verb and can literally be translated as “he 

says” or “he will say” (masculine, singular, perfect tense).  

When the letter vav is prefixed to a verb, the tense of the 

verb is reversed. Therefore, the word יאמר is “he says” 

(masculine, singular, imperfect tense) while the word 

 .is “he said” (masculine, singular, perfect tense) ויאמר

This vav, when used in this instance, is called the “vav 

consecutive.”  
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ים לֹה   א 
This word has been discussed previously and is the subject 

of the previous verb.  

י ה   י 
The root of this word is היה as discussed previously 

meaning, “to exist.” When the letter י is prefixed to the 

root, the word יהיה (masculine, singular, imperfect tense) 

is formed, meaning, “he exists.”  

When a root ends with a ה, it is often dropped when used 

as a verb. Hence, יהיה becomes יהי. Another letter that 

frequently drops off a root, when used as a verb is the 

letter נ. All verb roots consist of three letters. If you come 

across a verb and remove the prefixes and suffixes and find 

only two letters remaining, most likely the verb has 

dropped the final ה or the נ. For example, in Genesis 17:3 

we find the word פּ ל י   is the vav consecutive ו The letter .ו 

meaning “and” and reverses the tense of the verb. The 

letter י is the prefix identifying the subject of the verb as 

masculine singular. We are then left with the word פל. The 

missing third letter for this root is the dropped נ as the 

root is נפל. 

 אוֹר
This is a root word meaning “light.” This word is the 

subject of the previous verb.  
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י ה  י   ו 
This is the same verb with the same conjugation as the 

previous verb but includes the ו, which reverses the tense 

from imperfect to perfect, and becomes “and he existed.”  

 אוֹר
The same word meaning, light, and again, the subject of 

the previous verb.  
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Lesson 4 – Genesis 1:4 & 5 

י־טוֹב  אוֹר כּ  ת־ה  ים א  לֹה  א א  י ר  ו 
ין  אוֹר וּב  ין ה  ים בּ  לֹה  ל א  ד  ב  י  ו 

ךְ׃ ח שׁ  ים לָאוֹר יוֹם  ה  לֹה  קְרָא א  י  ו 
י־עֶרֶב  יְה  ח שֶךְ קָרָא לָיְלָה ו  וְל 

י־ב קֶר יוֹם אֶחָד׃ יְה    ו 
At this point, you should be able to translate verses 4 and 

5. Most of the words, as well as the prefixes and suffixes, 

have been covered above, with the exception of those 

words listed below. Once you have translated the verses 

you can use your English Bible to check your translation.  

To see ראה  To call קרא 
To separate בדל  Morning בקר 
Between בין  One אחד 
Evening ערב    
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HHeebbrreeww  //  EEnngglliisshh  

DDiiccttiioonnaarryy  

______________________________________________ 

This list contains the 1,000 most common Hebrew words 

found in the Hebrew Bible. For example, the word ראשון 
(used 182 times in the Hebrew Bible) is derived from the 

root ראש (used 615 times in the Hebrew Bible), and both 

words are included in the list. However, the word מראשה 
(used 1 time in the Hebrew Bible), which is also derived 

from the same root, is not included in this list. 

The Hebrew words in this dictionary do not contain any of 

the prefixes or suffixes as found in the Hebrew text. By 

removing the prefixes and suffixes of the Hebrew words in 

the text, the word can be found. For example, the word 

 meaning “the.” When this is ה includes the prefix השמים

removed, the word שמים, meaning “heavens,” remains 

and is found in the dictionary. As another example, the 

word ויאמרו, meaning “and they said,” contains two 

prefixes (ו and י), and one suffix (ו). When these are 

removed, the word אמר meaning “to say,” remains and is 

also found in the dictionary.  

The three-letter words within this list that do not include 

any vowels (such as the second word in the list - אבד) are 

verbs. For the sake of pronunciation, one may insert “a” 

vowels between the consonants (so אבד would be 

pronounced avad).  
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 (Father) אָב

 (Perish) אבד

 (Consent) אבה

 (Needy) אֶבְיוֹן

 (Mourn) אבל

 (Stone) אֶבֶן

 (Lord) אָדוֹן

 (My lord) אֲדוֹנָי

יר ד   (Eminent) א 

 (Human) אָדָם

 (Ground) אֳדָמָה

ןאֶדֶ   (Footing) 

 (Love) אהב

הֳבָח  (Affection) א 

 (Tent) א הֶל

 (Yearn) אוה

יל ו   (Foolish) א 

 (Porch) אוּלָם

 (Vanity) אָוֶן

 (Wheel) אוֹפָן

 (Storehouse) אוֹצָר

 (Light) אוֹר

 (Light) אור

 (Sign) אוֹת

זֶן  (Ear) א 

 (Give an ear) אזן

 (Brother) אָח

 (Unit) אֶחָד

 (Back) אָחוֹר

 (Sister) אָחוֹת

 (Take hold) אחז

זָה  (Holdings) אֳחֻׁ

ר ח   (Other) א 

ר ח   (After) א 

חֲרוֹן  (Last) א 

ית חֳר   (End) א 

י  (Island) א 

 (Attack) איב

ל י   (Buck) א 

יפָה  (Eyphah) א 

יש  (Man) א 

 (Foodstuff) א כֶל

 (Eat) אכל

ל  (Mighty one) א 

 (Oath) אָלָה

ים לֹה   (Powers) א 

לוֹהּ    (Power) א 

לוּף  (Chief) א 

לְמָנָה  (Widow) א 

ם  (Mother) א 

מָה  (Forearm) א 

 (Bondwoman) אָמָה

מוּנָה  (Firmness) א 

ן  (So be it) אָמ 
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 (Be firm) אמן

 (Be strong) אמץ

מֶר  (Statement) א 

 (Say) אמר

מְרָה  (Speech) א 

מֶת  (Truth) א 

נוֹש  (Person) א 

 (Gather) אסף

סרא  (Tie up) 

ף  (Nose) א 

 (Bake) אפה

פוֹד  (Ephod) א 

 (End) אֶפֶס

ע  (Finger) אֶצְבּ 

צֶל  (Beside) א 

 (Ambush) ארב

רְגָמָן  (Purple) א 

 (Box) אֲרוֹן

 (Cedar) אֶרֶז

ח  (Path) א ר 

י ר   (Lion) א 

 (Length) א רֶךְ

 (Prolong) ארך

רְמוֹן  (Citadel) א 

 (Land) אֶרֶץ

 (Spit upon) ארר

ש  (Fire) א 

שֶה  (Fire offering) א 

שָה  (Woman) א 

 (Guilt) אָשָם

 (Be guilty) אשם

 (Happy) אֶשֶר

רָה  (Grove) אֲש 

 (She-donkey) אָתוֹן

ר  (Well) בְּא 

 (Garment) בֶּגֶד

 (Act treacherously) בגד

ד  (Stick) בּ 

 (Separate) בדל

 (Stir) בהל

מָה  (Beast) בְּה 

 (Come) בוא

 (Cistern) בּוֹר

 (Be ashamed) בוש

ז  (Spoils) בּ 

 (Disdain) בזה

 (Plunder) בזז

 (Youth) בָּחוּר

 (Examine) בחן

 (Choose) בחר

ח  (Safely) בֶּט 

 (Cling) בטח

 (Womb) בֶּטֶן

ין  (Between) בּ 
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 (Understand) בין

ינָה  (Understanding) בּ 

ת י   (House) בּ 

 (Weep) בכה

 (Firstborn) בְּכוֹר

י  (Weeping) בְּכ 

 (Mix) בלל

 (Swallow) בלע

י לְת   (Except) בּ 

 (Platform) בָּמָה

ן  (Son) בּ 

 (Build) בנה

ל ע   (Master) בּ 

 (Burn) בער

 (Fence in) בצר

 (Cleave) בקע

 (Cattle) בָּקָר

 (Morning) בּ קֶר

 (Search out) בקש

 (Fatten) ברא

 (Hailstones) בָּרָד

רְזֶ  לבּ   (Iron) 

 (Flee away) ברח

יח    (Wood bar) בְּר 

ית  (Covenant) בְּר 

 (Knee) בֶּרֶךְ

 (Kneel) ברך

 (Present) בְּרָכָה

 (Boil) בשל

 (Sweet spice) בּ שֶׂם

 (Flesh) בָּשָׂר

 (Shame) בּ שֶת

ת  (Daughter) בּ 

 (Virgin) בְּתוּלָה

 (Majesty) גָאוֹן

 (Redeem) גאל

 (Lift high) גבה

 (High) גָבוֹה  

 (Border) גְבוּל

בּוֹר  (Courageous) ג 

 (Bravery) גְבוּרָה

בְעָה  (Knoll) ג 

 (Warrior) גֶבֶר

 (Overcome) גבר

 (Roof) גָג

 (Band) גְדוּד

 (Great) גָדוֹל

 (Magnify) גדל

 (Nation) גוֹי

 (Rising) גוֹלָה

 (Sojourn) גור

 (Lot) גוֹרָל

 (Pluck away) גזל

יְא  (Valley) ג 
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 (Dance around) גיל

 (Mound) ג ל

 (Remove the cover) גלה

לוּל  (Idol) ג 

 (Camel) גָמָל

 (Yield) גמל

 (Garden) גָן

 (Steal) גנב

 (Grapevine) גֶפֶן

 (Stranger) ג ר

 (Floor) ג רֶן

 (Cast out) גרש

 (Rain shower) גֶשֶם

 (Adhere) דבק

 (Epidemic) דֶבֶר

 (Word) דָבָר

 (Speak) דבר

ש  (Honey) דְב 

 (Cereal) דָגָן

 (Beloved) דוֹד

 (Generation) דוֹר

י  (Sufficient) ד 

ל  (Weak) ד 

 (Door) דֶלֶת

 (Blood) דָם

 (Resemble) דמה

 (Likeness) דְמוּת

ם  (Be silent) דָמ 

ת ע   (Discernment) ד 

 (Road) דֶרֶךְ

 (Step upon) דרך

 (Seek) דרש

 (Vanity) הֶבֶל

 (Mutter) הגה

 (Swell) הָדָר

 (Ah) הוֹי

 (Substance) הוֹן

 (Exist) היה

יכָל  (House) ה 

 (Walk) הלך

 (Shine) הלל

 (Roar) המה

 (Multitude) הָמוֹן

 (Overturn) הפך

ר  (Hill) ה 

 (Kill) הרג

 (Conceive) הרה

 (Cast down) הרס

ח  (Sacrifice) זֶב 

חזב  (Sacrifice) 

 (Gold) זָהָב

 (Issue) זוב

 (Be strange) זור

ת י   (Olive) ז 
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 (Male) זָכָר

 (Remember) זכר

מָה  (Mischief) ז 

 (Pluck) זמר

 (Be a whore) זנה

 (Yell out) זעק

ן  (Beard) זָק 

 (Be old) זקן

 (Disperse) זרה

 (Arm) זְרוֹע  

ע  (Seed) זֶר 

 (Sow) זרע

 (Sprinkle) זרק

אחב  (Withdraw) 

 (Region) חֶבֶל

ל  (Take as a pledge) חָב 

 (Couple) חבר

 (Saddle) חבש

ג  (Feast) ח 

 (Gird up) חגר

 (Terminate) חדל

 (Chamber) חֶדֶר

 (New) חָדָש

 (New moon) ח דֶש

 (Twist) חול

 (Rampart) חוֹמָה

 (Outside) חוּץ

 (Perceive) חזה

 (Vision) חָזוֹן

 (Forceful) חָזָק

 (Seize) חזק

טְא  (Fault) ח 

 (Err) חטא

טָאָה  (Error) ח 

טָה  (Wheat) ח 

י  (Life) ח 

 (Live) חיה

ל י   (Force) ח 

יצוֹן  (Outside) ח 

יק  (Bosom) ח 

 (Skilled one) חָכָם

 (Be skilled) חכם

 (Skill) חָכְמָה

 (Fat) חֶלֶב

 (Milk) חָלָב

 (Be sick) חלה

 (Dream) חֲלוֹם

לוֹן  (Window) ח 

 (Pierced) חָלָל

 (Pierce) חלל

 (Visualize) חלם

 (Pass over) חלף

 (Draw) חלץ

 (Portion) חָלָק
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 (Apportion) חלק

 (Smooth) חֶלְקָה

 (Pleasant) חֶמְדָה

מָה  (Fury) ח 

 (Donkey) חֲמוֹר

 (Show pity) חמל

 (Violence) חָמָס

 (Mortar) ח מֶר

ן  (Beauty) ח 

 (Camp) חנה

ית  (Spear) חֲנ 

נָם  (Freely) ח 

 (Show beauty) חנן

 (Kindness) חֶסֶד

 (Refuge) חסה

יד  (Kind one) חָס 

פֶץ  (Delight) ח 

 (Delight) חפץ

ץ  (Arrow) ח 

 (Trumpet) חֲצוֹצְרָה

י  (Half) חֲצ 

ר  (Yard) חָצ 

 (Custom) ח ק

קָה  (Ritual) חֻׁ

 (Examine) חקר

 (Sword) חֶרֶב

 (Dry up) חרב

 (Wasteland) חָרְבָּה

 (Tremble) חרד

 (Flare up) חרה

 (Burning wrath) חָרוֹן

רֶם  (Net) ח 

 (Perforate) חרם

 (Taunt) חרף

 (Disgrace) חֶרְפָה

 (Engraver) חָרָש

 (Scratch) חרש

 (Think) חשב

 (Breastplate) ח שֶן

 (Keep back) חשׂך

 (Darkness) ח שֶךְ

 (Seal) חתם

 (Be an in-law) חתן

 (Break) חתת

בָּח  (Slaughtering) ט 

ת ע  בּ   (Ring) ט 

 (Pure) טָהוֹר

 (Be clean) טהר

 (Functional) טוֹב

 (Goods) טוּב

 (Do good) טוב

ל  (Dew) ט 

א  (Unclean) טָמ 

 (Be unclean) טמא
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מְאָה  (Unclean) טֻׁ

 (Submerge) טמן

ף  (Children) ט 

 (Tear into pieces) טרף

 (Stream) יְאוֹר

 (Dry out) יבש

 (Weary) יגע

 (Hand) יָד

 (Throw the hand) ידה

 (Know) ידע

 (Provide) יהב

ל  (Trumpet) יוֹב 

 (Day) יוֹם

 (Daytime) יוֹמָם

 (Dove) יוֹנָה

ד  (Together) י ח 

 (Stay) יחל

 (Do well) יטב

ן י   (Wine) י 

 (Convict) יכח

 (Be able) יכל

 (Boy) יֶלֶד

 (Bring forth) ילד

 (Howl) ילל

 (Sea) יָם

ין  (Right hand) יָמ 

י  (Right) יְמָנ 

 (Deposit) ינח

 (Suckle) ינק

 (Found) יסד

 (Add) יסף

 (Correct) יסר

 (Appoint) יעד

 (Give advice) יעץ

ר  (Forest) יָע 

 (Beautiful) יָפֶה

 (Go out) יצא

 (Station) יצב

 (Pour down) יצק

 (Mold) יצר

 (Light on fire) יצת

 (Valuable) יָקָר

א  (Fearful) יָר 

 (Fear) ירא

רְאָה  (Fearfulness) י 

 (Go down) ירד

 (Throw) ירה

ח    (Moon) יָר 

יעָה  (Tent wall) יְר 

ךְ  (Midsection) יָר 

רְכָה  (Flank) י 

 (Possess) ירש

 (There is) י ש

 (Settle) ישב
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 (Relief) יְשוּעָה

ע  (Rescue) יֶש 

 (Rescue) ישע

 (Straight) יָשָר

 (Be straight) ישר

 (Orphan) יָתוֹם

 (Remainder) יֶתֶר

 (Leave behind) יתר

ד  (Heavy) כָּב 

 (Be heavy) כבד

 (Armament) כָּבוֹד

 (Wash) כבס

 (Sheep) כֶּבֶשׂ

ן  (Administrator) כּ ה 

 (Star) כּוֹכָב

 (All) כּוֹל

 (Sustain) כול

 (Prepare) כון

וֹסכּ  (Cup) 

 (Lie) כָּזָב

 (Strength) כּ ח  

 (Keep secret) כחד

י  (Given that) כּ 

יכָּר  (Roundness) כּ 

 (Dog) כֶּלֶב

לָה  (Daughter-in-law) כּ 

 (Finish) כלה

י  (Item) כְּל 

לְיָה  (Kidney) כּ 

 (Shame) כלם

מָה  (Shame) כְּל 

נוֹר  (Harp) כּ 

 (Lower) כנע

 (Wing) כָּנָף

אכּ   ס   (Seat) 

 (Cover over) כסה

יל  (Fool) כְּס 

 (Silver) כֶּסֶף

 (Anger) כעס

ף  (Palm) כּ 

יר  (Cub) כְּפ 

 (Cover) כפר

פ רֶת  (Lid) כּ 

 (Keruv) כְּרוּב

 (Vineyard) כֶּרֶם

 (Stoop) כרע

 (Cut) כרת

 (Topple) כשל

 (Write) כתב

 (Tunic) כְּת נֶת

ף  (Shoulder piece) כָּת 

 (Community) לְאוֹם

ב  (Heart) ל 

בָב  (Heart) ל 
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 (Clothing) לְבוּש

 (White) לָבָן

 (Wear) לבש

 (Join) לוה

 (Slab) לוּח  

 (Stay the night) לון

 (Mimic) לוץ

 (Bread) לֶחֶם

 (Fight) לחם

ל י   (Night) ל 

 (Capture) לכד

 (Learn) למד

ת  (Alongside) לְעֻׁמ 

 (Take) לקח

 (Pick up) לקט

וֹןלָש  (Tongue) 

שְכָּה  (Chamber) ל 

 (Many) מְא ד

 (Anything) מְאוּמָה

אֲכָל  (Nourishment) מ 

 (Refuse) מאן

 (Reject) מאס

בְצָר  (Fence) מ 

גְדָל  (Tower) מ 

ן  (Shield) מָג 

פָה ג   (Pestilence) מ 

גְרָש  (Pasture) מ 

דְבָּר  (Wilderness) מ 

 (Measure) מדד

דָה  (Measurement) מ 

ינָה  (Province) מְד 

 (Hurry) מהר

 (Shake) מוט

 (Forefront) מוּל

 (Circumcise) מול

 (Instruction) מוּסָר

ד  (Appointed) מוֹע 

 (Wonder) מוֹפֶת

 (Going out) מוֹצָא

ש  (Snare) מוֹק 

 (Settling) מוֹשָב

 (Death) מָוֶת

 (Die) מות

ח   זְבּ   (Altar) מ 

זְמוֹר  (Melody) מ 

זְ  רָחמ   (Sunrise) 

זְרָק  (Sprinkling basin) מ 

 (Wipe away) מחה

חֲלְקָה  (Portion) מ 

חֲנֶה  (Campsite) מ 

 (Tomorrow) מָחָר

 (Morrow) מָחֳרָת

חֲשָבָה  (Invention) מ 

טָה  (Bed) מ 
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טֶה  (Branch) מ 

 (Precipitation) מָטָר

ם י   (Water) מ 

ין  (Kind) מ 

כָּה  (Crushed) מ 

 (Sell) מכר

 (Filling) מְל א

א  (Full) מָל 

 (Fill) מלא

לְאָךְ  (Messenger) מ 

 (Business) מְלָאכָה

לָה  (Comment) מ 

ח  (Salt) מֶל 

לְחָמָה  (Battle) מ 

 (Slip away) מלט

 (King) מֶלֶךְ

 (Reign) מלך

לְכָּה  (Queen) מ 

לְכוּת  (Empire) מ 

מְלָכָה  (Kingdom) מ 

 (Reckon) מנה

 (Lampstand) מְנוֹרָה

נְחָה  (Donation) מ 

 (Withhold) מנע

 (Canopy) מָסָךְ

כָה ס   (Cast image) מ 

לָה  (Highway) מְס 

סְפָר  (Number) מ 

עָה  (Abdomen) מ 

 (Stronghold) מָעוֹז

 (Small amount) מְעָט

יל  (Cloak) מְע 

ל ע   (Transgression) מ 

ל ע   (Upward) מ 

 (Transgress) מעל

עֲלָה  (Step) מ 

עֲלָל  (Works) מ 

 (Cave) מְעָרָה

עֲשֶׂה  (Work) מ 

ר עֲשׂ   (Tenth part) מ 

 (Find) מצא

בָה צ   (Monument) מ 

צָה  Unleavened) מ 

bread) 

צְוָה  (Directive) מ 

קְדָש  (Sanctuary) מ 

 (Area) מָקוֹם

קְנֶה  (Livestock) מ 

ר  (Bitter) מ 

רְאֶה  (Appearance) מ 

 (Rebel) מרד

 (Bitter) מרה

 (Heights) מָרוֹם

 (Chariot) מֶרְכָּבָה
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רְמָה  (Deceit) מ 

 (Smear) משח

 (Ointment) מָשְחָה

יח    (Smeared) מָש 

 (Draw) משך

שְכָּב  (Laying place) מ 

שְכָּן  (Dwelling) מ 

 (Comparison) מָשָל

 (Regulate) משל

שְמֶרֶת  (Charge) מ 

שְנֶה  (Double) מ 

שְפָ  חָהמ   (Family) 

שְפָט  (Decision) מ 

שְקָל  (Weight) מ 

שְתֶה  (Banquet) מ 

 (Waist) מָתֶן

ם  (Utterance) נְאֻׁ

 (Commit adultery) נאף

 (Prophecy) נבא

 (Stare) נבט

יא  (Prophet) נָב 

 (Pitcher) נֶבֶל

לָה  (Carcass) נְב 

 (South side) נֶגֶב

 (Be face to face) נגד

יד  (Noble) נָג 

 (Plague) נֶג ע

 (Touch) נגע

 (Smite) נגף

 (Draw near) נגש

 (Freewill offering) נְדָבָה

 (Toss) נדד

דָה  (Removal) נ 

 (Drive) נדח

יב  (Willing) נָד 

 (Vow) נֶדֶר

 (Make a vow) נדר

 (Drive) נהג

 (River) נָהָר

 (Abode) נָוֶה

 (Rest) נוח

 (Flee) נוס

 (Stagger) נוע

 (Wave) נוף

 (Crown) נֶזֶר

 (Guide) נחה

חוֹח    (Sweet) נ 

ל ח   (Wadi) נ 

 (Inherit) נחל

חֲלָה  (Inheritance) נ 

 (Comfort) נחם

 (Serpent) נָחָש

 (Copper) נְחשֶת

 (Extend) נטה
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 (Plant) נטע

 (Let alone) נטש

 (Hit) נכה

כָר  (Foreigner) נ 

 (Recognize) נכר

י  (Foreign) נָכְר 

 (Lift up) נסא

 (Overtake) נסג

 (Test) נסה

 (Pouring) נֶסֶךְ

 (Pour) נסך

 (Journey) נסע

 (Young age) נָעוּר

ר ע   (Young man) נ 

עֲרָה  (Young woman) נ 

 (Fall) נפל

 (Being) נֶפֶש

 (Stand up) נצב

ח  (Continually) נֶצ 

 (Continue) נצח

 (Deliver) נצל

 (Preserve) נצר

 (Pierce through) נקב

 (Acquit) נקה

י  (Innocent) נָק 

 (Avenge) נקם

 (Vengeance) נְקָמָה

 (Lamp) נ ר

 (Kiss) נשק

יא  (Captain) נָשׂ 

יב  (Path) נָת 

 (Give) נתן

 (Break down) נתץ

 (Draw) נתק

 (Go around) סבב

יב  (All around) סָב 

 (Shut) סגר

 (Horse) סוּס

 (Reeds) סוּף

 (Turn aside) סור

 (Place) סים

יר  (Pot) ס 

כָּה  (Booth) סֻׁ

 (Selah) סֶלָה

 (Forgive) סלח

ע  (Cliff) סֶל 

 (Flour) ס לֶת

 (Support) סמך

ף  (Tub) ס 

 (Lament) ספד

פֶר  (Scroll) ס 

 (Count) ספר

יס  (Eunuch) סָר 

תֶר  (Protection) ס 
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 (Hide) סתר

 (Thick) עָב

 (Servant) עֶבֶד

 (Serve) עבד

 (Service) עֲב דָה

בֶר  (Other side) ע 

 (Cross over) עבר

 (Wrath) עֶבְרָה

גֶל  (Bullock) ע 

 (Cart) עֲגָלָה

ד  (Witness) ע 

ד  (Until) ע 

דָה  (Company) ע 

דוּת  (Testimony) ע 

דֶר  (Drove) ע 

 (Yet again) עוֹד

 (Wrap around) עוד

 (Distant time) עוֹלָם

 (Iniquity) עָוֹן

 (Flyer) עוֹף

 (Fly) עוף

ר וּ   (Blind) ע 

 (Skin) עוֹר

 (Stir up) עור

ז  (She-goat) ע 

 (Boldness) ע ז

 (Leave) עזב

 (Help) עזר

 (Help) עֶזְרָה

ן י   (Eye) ע 

יר  (City) ע 

ל  (Upon) ע 

 (Yoke) ע ל

 (Rising) ע לָה

 (Go up) עלה

 (Upper) עֶלְיוֹן

 (Be out of sight) עלם

ם  (People) ע 

 (Stand) עמד

מוּד  (Pillar) ע 

 (Labor) עָמָל

מֶק  (Valley) ע 

 (Afflict) ענה

 (Answer) ענה

 (Gentle) עָנָו

י  (Affliction) עֳנ 

י  (Afflicted) עָנ 

 (Cloud) עֲנָן

 (Powder) עָפָר

ץ  (Tree) ע 

צָה  (Counsel) ע 

 (Numerous) עָצוּם

 (Bone) עֶצֶם

 (Stop) עצר
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 (Evening) עֶרֶב

 (Desert) עֲרָבָה

 (Nakedness) עֶרְוָה

רֶךְ  (Arrangement) ע 

 (Arrange) ערך

ל  (Uncircumcised) עָר 

 (Neck) ע רֶף

 (Smoke) עָשָן

 (Oppress) עשק

שֶׂב  (Herb) ע 

 (Do) עשׂה

שָׂרוֹן  (One-tenth) ע 

 (Riches) ע שֶר

ת  (Appointed time) ע 

תוּד  (He-goat) ע 

אָה  (Edge) פ 

 (Reach) פגע

 (Ransom) פדה

 (Mouth) פֶה

 (Scatter abroad) פוץ

ח  (Wire) פ 

ד ח   (Awe) פ 

 (Shake in awe) פחד

 (Governor) פֶחָה

ילֶגֶש  (Concubine) פ 

 (Perform) פלא

 (Deliver) פלט

יטָה  (Escape) פְל 

 (Plead) פלל

נָה  (Corner) פ 

 (Turn) פנה

ים  (Face) פָנ 

י ימ   (Inner) פְנ 

ח  (Passover) פֶס 

 (Sculpture) פֶסֶל

ל  (Deed) פ ע 

 (Make) פעל

ם ע   (Footstep) פ 

 (Register) פקד

דָה  (Oversight) פְקֻׁ

ר  (Bull) פ 

 (Divide apart) פרד

 (Cow) פָרָה

 (Reproduce) פרה

 (Burst out) פרח

י  (Produce) פְר 

 (Tent curtain) פָר כֶת

 (Break out) פרץ

 (Break) פרר

 (Horseman) פָרָש

 (Spread out) פרש

 (Peel off) פשט

ע  (Transgression) פֶש 

 (Transgress) פשע
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 (Spread wide) פתה

ח  (Opening) פֶת 

 (Open) פתח

 (Flocks) צ אן

 (Army) צָבָא

י  (Gazelle buck) צְב 

ד  (Side) צ 

יק ד   (Correct) צ 

 (Corrected) צֶדֶק

 (Be correct) צדק

 (Correctness) צְדָקָה

וָּאר  (Back of the neck) צ 

 (Direct) צוה

 (Fast) צוֹם

 (Smack) צור

ל  (Shadow) צ 

 (Prosper) צלח

לָע  (Rib) צ 

 (Spring up) צמח

 (Cry out) צעק

 (Keep watch) צפה

 (Overlay) צפה

 (North) צָפוֹן

פוֹר  (Bird) צ 

 (Conceal) צפן

ר  (Narrow) צ 

 (Trouble) צָרָה

ת ע   (Infection) צָר 

 (Refine) צרף

 (Press in) צרר

 (Gather together) קבץ

 (Grave) קֶבֶר

 (Bury) קבר

 (Unique) קָדוֹש

ים  (East wind) קָד 

 (East) קֶדֶם

 (Face toward) קדם

 (Special) ק דֶש

 (Set apart) קדש

 (Assembly) קָהָל

 (Round up) קהל

 (Bound up) קוה

 (Voice) קוֹל

 (Rise) קום

 (Height) קוֹמָה

 (Small) קָטָן

 (Burn incense) קטר

 (Incense) קְט רֶת

 (Belittle) קלל

 (Annoyance) קְלָלָה

 (Be zealous) קנא

נְאָה  (Zealously) ק 

 (Stalk) קָנֶה

 (Purchase) קנה
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ץ  (Conclusion) ק 

 (Far end) קָצֶה

 (Extremity) קָצָה

יר  (Harvest) קָצ 

 (Splinter) קֶצֶף

 (Snap) קצף

 (Sever) קצר

 (Call out) קרא

 (Within) קֶרֶב

 (Come near) קרב

 (Offering) ק רְבָּן

 (Meet) קרה

 (Near) קָרוֹב

רְיָה  (City) ק 

 (Horn) קֶרֶן

 (Tear) קרע

 (Board) קֶרֶש

 (Heed) קשב

 (Hard) קָשֶה

 (Be hard) קשה

 (Tie) קשר

 (Bow) קֶשֶת

 (See) ראה

 (Head) ר אש

ית אש   (Summit) ר 

ב  (Abundant) ר 

 (Abundance) ר ב

 (Increase) רבה

 (Stretch out) רבץ

 (Shake) רגז

 (Foot) רֶגֶל

 (Tread about) רגל

 (Rule) רדה

 (Pursue) רדף

 (Wind) רוּח  

 (Raise) רום

 (Shout) רוע

 (Run) רוץ

ב  (Width) ר ח 

 (Widen) רחב

 (Street) רְחוֹב

 (Distance) רָחוֹק

ם ח   (Bowels) ר 

 (Have compassion) רחם

 (Bathe) רחץ

 (Be far) רחק

יב  (Dispute) ר 

 (Dispute) ריב

יח    (Aroma) ר 

 (Chariot) רֶכֶב

 (Vehicle) רכב

 (Goods) רְכוּש

מוֹן  (Pomegranate) ר 

נָה  (Shouting) ר 
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 (Shout aloud) רנן

ע    (Companion) ר 

 (Dysfunctional) רָע

 (Hunger) רָעָב

 (Feed) רעה

 (Be dysfunctional) רעע

 (Quake) רעש

 (Heal) רפא

 (Sink down) רפה

 (Accept) רצה

 (Will) רָצוֹן

 (Murder) רצח

ע  (Lost) רֶש 

 (Lost one) רָשָע

 (Depart) רשע

 (Underworld) שְאוֹל

 (Enquire) שאל

 (Remain) שאר

ית ר   (Remnant) שְא 

 (Capture) שבה

 (Swearing) שְבוּעָה

 (Captivity) שְבוּת

בֶט  (Staff) ש 

י  (Captive) שְב 

 (Swear) שבע

 (Shattering) שֶבֶר

 (Crack) שבר

בָּת  (Ceasing) ש 

 (Cease) שבת

 (Spoil) שדד

י ד   (Shaddai) ש 

 (Falseness) שָוְא

 (Turn back) שוב

ר  (Gatekeeper) שוֹע 

 (Ram horn) שוֹפָר

 (Ox) שוֹר

 (Bend down) שחה

 (Slay) שחט

 (Damage) שחת

טָה  (Acacia) ש 

 (Flush) שטף

 (Dominate) שטר

יר  (Song) ש 

 (Sing) שיר

 (Set down) שית

 (Lay down) שכב

 (Forget) שכח

 (Be childless) שכל

 (Depart early) שכם

 (Dwell) שכן

 (Completeness) שָלוֹם

 (Send) שלח

לְחָן  (Table) שֻׁ

 (Throw out) שלך
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 (Spoil) שָלָל

 (Peace offering) שֶלֶם

ם  (Complete) שָל 

 (Make restitution) שלם

לְשוֹם  Three days) ש 

ago) 

ם  (Title) ש 

 (Destroy) שמד

מָה  (Desolate) ש 

 (Report) שְמוּעָה

ם י   (Sky) שָמ 

 (Desolate) שמם

 (Desolate) שְמָמָה

 (Oil) שֶמֶן

 (Hear) שמע

 (Safeguard) שמר

 (Sun) שֶמֶש

ן  (Tooth) ש 

 (Year) שָנ ה

י  (Scarlet) שָנ 

ר ע   (Gate) ש 

פְחָה  (Maid) ש 

 (Decide) שפט

 (Pour out) שפך

 (Low) שפל

 (Drink) שקה

קוּץ  (Filthiness) ש 

 (Tranquil) שקט

 (Sheqel) שֶקֶל

 (False) שֶקֶר

 (Root) ש רֶש

 (Minister) שרת

ש  (Linen) ש 

 (Gulp) שתה

 (Be satisfied) שׂבע

 (Field) שָׂדֶה

 (Ram) שֶׂה

 (Skip) שׂוּשׂ

 (Laugh) שׂחק

 (Opponent) שָׂטָן

 (Calculate) שׂכל

 (Wage) שָׂכָר

 (Left hand) שְׂמוֹאל

 (Rejoice) שׂמח

מְחָה  (Joy) שׂ 

מְלָה  (Apparel) שׂ 

 (Hate) שׂנא

יר  (Goat) שָׂע 

עָר  (Hair) שׂ 

 (Barley) שְׂע רָה

 (Lip) שָׂפָה

ק  (Sack) שׂ 

ר  (Noble) שׂ 

יד  (Remnant) שָׂר 
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 (Cremate) שׂרף

ן  (Fig) תְא 

בָה  (Vessel) ת 

 (Production) תְבוּאָה

ל ב   (Earth) ת 

 (Deep sea) תְהוֹם

לָה  (Adoration) תְה 

 (Thanks) תוֹדָה

 (Midst) תָוֶךְ

חָהתוֹ כ   (Conviction) 

 (Birthing) תוֹלְדָה

 (Kermes) תוֹלָע

בָה  (Disgusting) תוֹע 

 (Teaching) תוֹרָה

ירוֹש  (Fresh wine) ת 

לֶת  (Blue) תְכ 

 (Hang) תלה

יד  (Continually) תָמ 

ים  (Whole) תָמ 

 (Be whole) תמם

 (Waving) תְנוּפָה

 (Wander) תעה

פְאָרָה  (Decoration) ת 

לָה  (Pleading) תְפ 

 (Seize hold) תפשׂ

קְוָה  (Waiting) ת 

 (Thrust) תקע

 (Offering) תְרוּמָה

 (Shout) תְרוּעָה

 (Rescue) תְשוּעָה
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PPaarreenntt  //  CChhiilldd  RRoooottss  

______________________________________________ 

Most ancient Hebrew words are all derived from a two-

letter root such as בל (flow).  A child root is formed by 

placing one of the consonants that often act as a vowel (י, 
 in front, between, or at the end of the two-letter (א ,ה ,ו

root. The following child roots are derived from the two-

letter root בל. 

 (wilt; a flowing away of life) אבל 

 (empty; a flowing away of contents) הבל 

 (panic; a flowing of the insides) בהל 

 (aged; a flowing away of youth) בלה 

 (flood; a heavy flowing of water) בול 

  .(stream; a flowing of water) יבל 

As you will notice, all the child roots are related in 

meaning to each other and to the two-letter root. 

Since approximately 80% of the Hebrew words in the 

Bible are a parent or child root words, or a word derived 

from these roots, it is relatively easy to find the meaning of 

a word based on the root of the word. For example, the 

child root רוש has the meaning of “head” or “top.” The 

words ראשון ,ראשית and ראשה are derived from this 

child root and all have a meaning of “the head or top of 

something.” At times, the meaning of a word derived from 
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a particular root may appear to be very different in 

meaning from the root. This is due to our modern 

understanding of words, which are often times very 

different from the ancient Hebrews’ understanding of 

words. When the word does not appear to be related, a 

more precise dictionary should be consulted. 

The following list only includes those roots whose words 

derived from them are found in the Hebrew Bible. For 

example, the two words מבון and תבון are found in the 

Hebrew Bible and are derived from the child root בון. The 

following list includes the entry בון, but not מבון or תבון. 

Occasionally, a letter of a word will change to another 

letter with a similar sound, but will retain a meaning 

resembling the original root. For example, the root כור 

(kor; meaning dig) has evolved into the following forms. 

 (or‘) עור (bor) נור (hhor) חור (gor) גור (qor) קור 

Each of these words is similar in sound and each has the 

meaning of “dig” and are included under the child root of 

 to the כור has the word קור In this case, the entry .כור

right, indicating that you will find this word there. 
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בא   Begin ליא  
Father םא  אב  
Bear fruit באב   Mother, if םא  
Wineskin, medium באו   Cubit, community םאמ  
Desire ביא   Bondwoman האמ  
Hostile, enemy באי ןא    

דא   Idol, nothing ןא  
Fog, mist דא   Idol, nothing ןאנ  
Befall דאד   Idol, nothing ןאי  
Fire poker דאו ףא    
Calamity דאי   Nose, anger ףא  

הא   Aroma, baking האפ  
Desire הא ץא    
Desire וא   Press ץאו  
Desire יא רא    
Desire האו   Light ראו  
Desire היא שא    
Desire האי   Fire שא  

זא   Foundation, cake שאש  
Time, place זא   Foundation האש  

חא   Despair שיא  
Brother, hearth חא תא    

טא   Mark, with, plow תא  
Gentle טא   Mark אאת  

ךא   Arrive, you האת  
ןכ ךא    Mark תאו  

לא בב    
God, chief לא   Pupil of the eye הבב  
Strong לאל   Cry out ביב  
Oath האל דב    
Strong לאו   Alone, branch דב  
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Alone, branch דבד   Flow ליב  
Wander דאב םב    
Lie אבד   High םבה  

הב   High הבמ  
Void הבה   Brother-in-law םיב  
Need האב ןב    
Come אבו   Son ןב  

זב   Stone ןאב  
Plunder זב   Thumb ןבה  
Plunder זבז   Structure, children הבנ  
Plunder אבז   Intelligence ןבו  
Plunder הבז   Separate  ןבי  
Plunder זבו סב    

חב   Trample סבו  
Remain חאב עב    

טב   Gush, request הבע  
Marble טבה ץב    
Idle talk הבט   White clay ץב  

ךב   Swamp ץבצ  
Roll, swell ךאב   White, linen, egg ץבו  
Weep אבכ קב    
Weep הבכ   Pour out, destroy קבק  
Wander ךבו   Powder, dust קאב  

לב   Rash קבה  
Nothing לב   Empty קבו  
Mixture לבל רב    
Lament לאב   Clean, soap, grain רב  
Vain, empty להב   Clean, pure רבר  
Panic, anticipation לבה   Strong wing ראב  
Fail, aged הבל רכ   רבא   
Flood לבו   Fat אבר  
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White רבה   Back, body הגו  
Food, soap הבר   Grieve היג  
רכ רבו    Valley הגי  

שב   Back, body ףג  
Shame, dried up שבו   Arch, body ףגו  
Shame שבי זג    

תב   Fleece, mow זג  
Defined תבת   Sheer זגז  
Desolate הבת   Fleece הגז  
Household תבי   Sweep זגו  

בג לג    
Bent back, dig בג   Round, role, stone לג  
Cistern אגב   Round, role, log לגל  
High הגב   Collect לאג  
Locust, cut, dig בגו   Redeem לגא  
Dig ביג   Naked, exile הגל  

גג   Rejoice, fear לגו  
Roof 2  גגnd time around לעל  

דג םג    
Attack, troop דג   Also םג  
Attack, furrow דגד   Marsh םאג  
Troop, band דאג   Drink, reed אגמ  
Riverbank הגד   Gather הגמ  
Attack, troop דגו ןג    
Tendon דגי   Garden ןג  

הג   Protect ןגנ  
Pride אג   Bowl ןאג  
Back וג עג    
Valley יג   Gasp עיג  
Pride הגא   Bellow הגע  
Heal הגה   Last breath עגו  
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הד     
ףג   Enough יד  

הג ףג    Dart הדא  
הג ףגו    Sick הדו  

Non-native, chalk רג   Rapid flight הדי  
Throat, drag רגר חד    
Gather, collect ראג   Thrust חדח  
Prostrate רגה   Push down הדח  
Anger הגר   Push away חדו  
Fear, guest רגו ךד    
Fear ריג   Crush ךד  
Plaster רגי   Trample אדכ  

שג   Collapse הדכ  
Grope שגש   Crush ךדו  
Cloud שגי לד    

תג   Dangle לד  
Winepress תג   Week, poor לדל  
Slow בד   Draw water הדל  
Slow בדב םד    
Flow בדא   Blood םד  
Sluggish אדב   Silent םדמ  
Mope בדו   Red, man םאד  

גד   Silent םדה  
Fish גד   Likeness, silent הדמ  
anxious גדא ןד    
Increase הדג   Ruler, lord ןאד  
Fishing גדו   Quarrel ןדו  

ןדי Rule  דד  
Breasts עד  דד  
Gentle walk הדד   Know עד  
Pot, basket, uncle דדי   Intelligence עדו  
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Know עיד   Shout דהד  

ףד   Stretch out hand ההד  
Push הדפ   Splendor דוה  

ץד  הה  
Leap ץדו   Behold, look הה 

קד   Behold, look אה  
Thin, canopy קד   Behold, look וה  
Crumble קדק   Behold, look יה  
Crumble קדי   He, she אהו  

רד   Grief, desire הוה 
Circle, round רד   Exist היה 
Swallow, free רדר זה    
Wide ראד   Dream ההז  
Wide רדא לה    
Turn, honor רהד   Shine להל  
Gallop רדה   Tent לאה  
Circle, generation רדו   Far away אהל  

שד םה    
Sprout אדש   Abundant, rich םה  
Tread שדו   Commotion םהמ  

תד   Noise ההמ  
Law תד   Uproar םהו  

בה ןה    
Privilege בה   Behold, here, if ןה  
Love, affection באה   Heavy, rich ןהו  
Give ביה   Hin (a measure) ןהי  

גה סה    
Meditate גהג   Still סה  
Murmur, remove ההג   Silent, still ההס  

דה רה    
Shout דה   Mount, hill רה  
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High, arrogant רהר לז    
Pregnant ההר   Shake לזל  
High ריה   Depart לאז  

תה   Except לזו  
Break in, assail תהת   Shake, settle לצל  

םז  וו  
Hood, peg, nail וו  Plan םזמ  

בז ןז    
Hyssop באז   Kinds ןז  
Gold, yellow בזה   Heavy, stout ןיז  
Puss בזו   Broad, ear ןאז  
Gold בצה   Whoredom הזנ  

גז   Fat ןזו  
Grapeskin גז עז    

דז   Tremble עזו  
Waves, soup דז   Sweat עיז  
Waves, soup דזו ףז    

הז   Flow ףזו  
This הז   Sheet over הצפ  
Shine, beauty הזה   Overflow ףצו  
הס הזו  קז    

קז Fuse, refine  זז  
Move, rich זזו   Chains קזק  

חז רז    
Remove חזח   Stranger רז  

ךז   Sneeze רזר  
Clear ךז רצ   רזר   
Clear ךזכ רצ   ראז   
Pure הזכ   Loath, turn away רזא  
   Warn רזה  
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Scatter, winnow הזר זח    
Loath, turn away רזו   Gaze זחז  
רצ רזו    Possess זאח  

תז   Gaze החז  
Olive תזי   Enclose זחו  

בח  חח  
Bosom בח   Thistle, hook חח 
Bosom בחב   Hook חחו  
Refuge, secret אחב טח    
Hide החב   Miss, sin אחט  
Debt בחו   Cord טחו  

גח ךח    
Festival גח   Roof of the mouth ךח  
Festival גחג   Wait החכ  
Revolve אחג לח    
Refuge החג   Common לח  
Circle גחו   Common, pierce לחל  

דח   Sick, rust אחל  
Unite דח   Sick, pierce החל  
Unite דחד   Turn לחו  
One, unite דאח רח   ליח   
Glad החד םח    
Riddle דחו   Hot םח  
Unite דיח   Hot םחמ  

הח   Curdled אחמ  
Life הח   Wall החמ  
Life יח   Burned, black םחו  
Life החו   Passion, anger םיח  
Life החי ןח    
Life יחי   Camp, grace ןח  
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Camp, grace ןחנ   Wait ריח  
Pole, spear החנ   Patient ליח  
Camp, grace ןחו שח    

סח   Quiet החש  
Trust, refuge החס   Hurry שחו  
Compassion סחו   Lineage שיח  

ףח   Hurry שעו  
Clean, pure ףח תח    
Secret אחפ   Break, crumble תח  
Clean, pure ףחפ   Break, crumble תחת  
Cover, protect החפ   Seize החת  
Haven ףחו בט    

ץח   Good בט  
Arrow ץח   Good ביט  
Divide, arrow ץחצ   Good בטו  
Half החצ דט    
Outside ץחו   Thorn דאט  
Wall ץחי הט    

קח   Spun הטו  
Appointment קח   Sweep אטו  
Appoint, inscribe קחק חט    
Inscribe החק   Lay out, kidney הטח  
Bosom קחו   Overlay חטו  

רח טט    
Glow hot, noble רח   Mud טט 
Heated by the sun רחר לט    
Remain, after ראח   Dew לט  
Dung, privy אחר   Covering לטל  
Anger החר   Cover אטל  
White רחו   Spotting הטל  
רכ רחו    Strew לטו  
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םט עי    
Unclean םט   Shovel עי  
Unclean אטמ   Brush היע  
Unclean הטמ ףי    

ןט   Beauty היפ  
Basket אטנ רי    

עט   River ריא  
Wander הטע   Fear איר  

ףט   Point, rain, teach היר  
Children ףט שי    
Trip ףטפ   Exist שי  
Surround ףטו   Aged שיש  

רט   Exist היש  
Closed ראט בכ    
Pure רטה   Pain בכא  
Wall רטו   Extinguish הכב  

שט דכ    
Pounce שטו   Jar דכ  

גי   Strike דכד  
Grieve היג   Strike דכי  

די הכ    
Hand די   Brand יכ  
Handle דיד   Sad הכא  
Hand out היד   Weak הכה  

םי   Burn הכו  
Sea םי חכ    
Terror םאי   Strength חכ  
Day םיו   Chastise חיכ  

ןי לכ    
Mud ןיו   Complete לכ  
Wine ןיי   Complete לכל  
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Eat לאכ רק   הכר   
Keep אכל   Dig רכו  
Complete הכל   Hole רבא  
Sustain לכו   Dig רבו  
Able, Could ליכ   Dig רחו  

םכ   Dig רעו  
Desire, long for הכמ   Trench רקו  

ןכ שכ    
Stand upright ןכ סכ   הכש   
Plant ןכנ   Terror שכו  
Priest ןכה תכ    
Eulogy הכנ   Crush תכת  
Stand ןכו בל    
Sure ךא   Heart בל  

סכ   Heart בלב  
Estimate סכס   Thirst בלא  
Covering אכס   Lion אלב  
Cover הכס   Glisten בלה  
Cup, pocket סכו   Lion הלב  
Fat הכש גל    
Cup סקו   Log (measure) גל  

ףכ   Study גלה  
Palm ףכ דל    
Bend ףכפ   Offspring, child דיל  
Bow ףאכ   Offspring, child דול  
Tame הכפ הל    

רכ   If, no, not אל  
Leap,cor(measure) רכ   If ול  
Leap רכר   Weary, faint הלא  
Farm ראכ   Weary, faint הלה  
Dig הכר   Nothing, foolish לא  
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Nothing, foolish לאל םל    
Nothing, foolish לאו   Silent, tied up םאל  
Nothing, foolish ליא   Community םלא  

הל   Wound םלה  
Join, lend הלו ןל    
If אלו   Encamp ןלו  

זל על    
Turn aside הלז   Throat על  
Turn aside זלו   Swallow עלו  

חל   Blurt עיל  
Moist, fresh חל ץל    
Cheek הלח   Mock, interpret ץלצ  
Corrupt חאל   Urge ץאל  
Clay tablet חלו   Mock, interpret ץלו  
Lick קל קל    

טל חל   קל   
Veil טל של    
Veil, cover טלא   Knead שלו  
Lizard אלט גמ    
Flames טלה   Magi גמ  
Secret, cover טלו   Melt גמו  

ךל דמ    
Messenger ךלא   Carpet, measure דמ  
Walk ךהל   Carpet, measure דמד  
Walk ךיל   Extend המד  

דמו Stretch out  לל  
Howl לאל המ    
Loop אלל   What המ  
Stairway ללו   What ומ  
Howl ליל   Who ימ  
Night ליל  Hundred המא  
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Question המה   Spurn סמא  

חמ   Dissolve, faint המס  
Marrow, rich חמ עמ    
Marrow חמח   Bowels, soft עמ  
Strike אמח   Bowels, soft המע  
Strike המח ץמ    

טמ   Chaff, oppression ץמ  
Shake, yoke טמו   Suck, matsa ץמצ  
Branch המט   Strong ץאמ  

ךמ   Find אמצ  
Thin, poor ךמי   Suck המצ  
Thin, poor ךמכ   Chaff, oppression ץמו  

למ קמ    
Reduce, discourse למל   Dissipate קמ  
Sick לאמ   Dissipate קמק  
Fill אמל   Mock קמו  
Reduce למה רמ    
uncircumcised לומ  Bitter, rebel רמ  

םמ   Bitter, rebel רמר  
Blemish םמא   Say ראמ  

ןמ   Bitter, rebel רמא  
Kind, from ןמ   Hurry, exchange רמה  
Kind, from ןמנ   Bitter, rebel המר  
Strong ןאמ   Exchange רמו  
Refuse ןמא   Exchange רימ  
Assign, count המנ שמ    
Likeness ןמו   Grope שמש  
Right hand ןימ   Drawn out המש  

סמ   Drawn out שמו  
Dissolve, faint סמ   Grope שימ  
Dissolve, faint סמס     
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תמ   Rest חנו  
Death תמ טנ    
Death תמו   Spread out הנט  
Death המת   Shake טנו  

בנ ךנ    
Bore בנב   Beat אנכ  
Prophecy אנב   Beat הנכ  
High הנב לנ    
Produce נונ   Complete הנל  

גנ   Rubble לנו  
Drive גנה םנ    
Bright הנג   Sleep םנו  

דנ ןנ    
Flee, wander דנ   Sprout, continue ןנו  
Flee, wander דנד סנ    
Toss about הנד   Flag סנ  
Flee, wander דנו   Beacon, glee סנס  

הנ שנ   סנס   
Please אנ   Test הנס  
Lament ינ   Flee סנו  
sit, dwell הנא   Lift up אנש  
Lament הנה ענ    
sit, dwell הנו   Shake  ענו  
Dispossess הינ ףנ    
Forbid אנו   Wave ףנו  
Raw אני ץנ    

זנ   Shine ץנצ  
Sprinkle הנז   Despise ץנא  

חנ   Fly אנצ  
Sigh חאנ   Quarrel הנצ  
Lead הנח   Fly away ץנו  
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קנ   Forget יש  
Cry out קאנ   Forget השה  
Cry out קנה   Rise אשו  
Innocent הנק   Elevate אשי  
Suckle קנו   Conceal, hide הזו  
Suckle קינ חס    

רנ   Sweep away השח  
Lamp רנ   Meditate הש  
River רנה   Swim, float השח  
Lamp, yoke רנו   Meditate חשו  

שנ   Ponder, plant חשי  
Lend אנש טס    
Lend הנש   Turn aside טס  
Sick שנו טש   טס   
Sick סנס   Depart טסו  

בס   Turn aside טש  
Turn בבס  Deviate השט  
Drunk אבס  Turn aside טשו  
Old ךס  ביש  

דס   Booth ךס  
Foundation דס   Cover ךסכ  
Assembly דסו   Anoint ךסו  
Foundation דיס   Thorn, hedge ךש  
Level דשד   Cover, thorn ךשכ  
Witness דשה   View השכ  
Field השד   Cover ךשו  
Plaster דשי לס    

הס   Raise, basket לס  
Seah (measure) הסא   Raise לסל  
Veil הסו   Weigh אסל  
Sheep הש   Raise הסל  
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Quail ושל קס    

םס   Sack קש  
Smell םס   Sack קשק  
Smell םסמ רס    
Storehouse םאס   Sad, anger רס  
Poison םשמ   Sad, anger רסר  
Garlic םשו   Bind, yoke ראס  

ןס   Round רסה  
Shoe ןסא   Instruct ריס  
Thistle אסנ   pot, fishhook רסי  
Thorn ןצ   Commander רש  
Sharp, protect ןצנ   Rule רשר  
Flock ןצא   Bind ראש  
Flock ןצו   Yeast רשא  
Thistle הסנ   Rule רשו  
Hate אשנ תס    

הסת Winter  סס  
Cheerful, moth סס  Entice תסו  
Horse, swallow ססו בע    
Cheerful ששו   Dark covering בע  

עס   Thick, dense העב  
Rush הסע   Dark covering בעו  

ףס גע    
Lip, edge ףס   Baked bread געו  
Door ףספ דע    
Take, gather ףאס   Appointed time דעד  
Feed אספ   Pass, ornament העד  
Scrape הספ   Testify, witness דעו  
Take, gather ףיס   Appointed דיע  
Lip השפ     
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הע   Watch, depress הענ  
Evil וע   Abode ןעו  
Ruins יע   Watch ןיע  
Sweep away היע   Eye ןעי  

זע סע    
Goat זע   Tread סעס  
Strong זעז   Do העש  
Bold העז ףע    
Stronghold זעו   Branch העפ  
Strong זיע   Fly ףעו  

טע   Exhausted ףיע  
Stylus, pen טע   Exhausted ףעי  
Wrap העט ץע    
Dig in טעו   Tree ץע  
Wrap טיע   Spine העצ  
Bird of prey טעי   Counsel ץעו  
ץע טיע    Counsel ץיע  

לע   Counsel טיע  
Yoke, top, high לע קע    
Work לעל   Parapet העק  
לג לעל    Oppress קעו  

Ascend העל רע    
Give milk לעו   Enemy, bare רע  
Ascend ליע   Naked רער  

םע   Naked הער  
Flock, with םע   Watch, wake, bare רעו  
Hidden םעמ רכ   רעו   
Neighbor העמ   Forest ריע  
Violence םעי שע    

ןע   Waste away שעש  
Cover, cloud ןענ סע   העש   
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שח שעו    Darkness לאפ  

תע   Wonder אפל  
Help תעו   Wonder הפל  

גפ   Bean לפו  
Unripe, unfit גפ םפ    
Unripe, unfit גפג   Fat םפי  
Unripe, unfit גפו ןפ    

דפ   Face, turn ןפ  
Girdle דאפ   Face, turn ןפנ  
Redeem הפד   Wheel ןאפ  
Disappear דפו   Face הפנ  

הפ   Turn ןפו  
Mouth, edge, word הפ ספ    
Beard, blow הפא   Ankle, wrist, end ספ  
Beard, blow הפי   Ankle, wrist, end ספס  

זפ   Ankle, wrist סאפ  
Refine זפ עפ    
Refine, leap זפז   Viper עאפ  

חפ   Quiet scream הפע  
Spread חפ ץפ    
Net חפח   Disperse, scatter ץפצ  
Governor הפח   Open הפצ  
Blow, dust חפו   Scatter ץפו  
Breathe חיפ קפ    

ךפ   Restrain קאפ  
Flask ךפ   Waver, unsteady קפו  
Overturn ךהפ רפ    
Pour הפכ   Bull רפ  
Eye-paint ךפו   Break רפר  

לפ   Abundance, dust ראפ  
Intercede לפל   Adorn, honor ראפ  
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רכ רפא    Glare חצח  

Wild donkey אפר   Dig הצח  
Fruit הפר   Cry out חצו  
Winepress רפו   Desert חצי  

שפ לצ    
Leprosy הפש   Shade לצ  
Spread שפו   Shade לצל  

תפ לז   לצל   
Pudenda, socket תפ   Near לאצ  
Entice הפת   Neigh לצה  

בצ   Roast הצל  
Wall בצ   Deep לצו  
Army אצב םצ    
בז בצה    Cover the mouth םצמ  

Swell הצב   Thirst אצמ  
Stand erect ביצ   Fast םצו  

גצ ןצ    
Set גיצ ןס   ןצ   

דצ ןס   ןצנ   
Side דצ ןס   ןצא   
Lay down הצד ןס   ןצו   
Hunt דצו עצ    

הצ   Wander הצע  
Issue אצ   Sheet, floor עיצ  
Command וצ ףצ    
Ship יצ   Whisper ףצפ  
Command הצו   Watch הצפ  
Desert, nomad הצי ףז   הצפ   
Issue אצו ףז   ףצו   

חצ ץצ    
Desert חצ   Blossom ץצו  
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קצ   Vomit הקי  
Funnel קצו   Vomit אקו  
Pour קיצ טק    

רצ   Little טק  
Wrapped, pressed רצ   Cut off טקט  
Wrapped, pressed רצר   Cut off טקו  
Store up ראצ לק    
Pain רצא   Light, quick לק  
Olive oil רצה   Light, quick לקל  
Pressed, rock רצו   Assemble לקה  
Pressed ריצ   Roast הקל  
Journey רצי   Voice, sound לקו  
Bind רזר םק    
Bind ראז   Raise םקו  
Press רזו ןק    
Lie in wait רשר   Nest ןק  

תצ   Nest ןקנ  
Kindle תצו   Jealous אקנ  
Kindle תיצ   Acquire הקנ  

בק   lament ןקי  
Jar, tent, belly בק סק    
Jar, tent, belly בקב סכ   סקס   

דק ץק   סקו   
Bow the head דקד עק    
Burn דיק   Brand עקו  

הק   Hang, shrivel עיק  
Cord וק ףק    
Gourd יק   Condense אקפ  
Dull הקה   Go around ףקו  
Cord, collect הקו ץק    
Obey היק   Cut, end ץק  
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Cut, end הקצ דר    
Cut, end, loathe ץקו   Tread דרד  
Cut סקס   Flee דאר  

רק   Tread הדר  
Cool, quiet רק   Wander דרו  
Meet, call אקר   Descend דיר  
Meet הקר הר    
Precious ריק   Rain יר  
Purchase הכר   Lion, box האר  
רכ רקו    See הרא  

שק   Fear, awe הרה  
Straw, bend שק   Rain הרו  
Gather שקש   Fear, awe היר  
Melon אקש   Fear, awe איר  
Hard הקש זר    
Bend שקו   Cedar זאר  
Snare שיק   Thin הרז  

בר חר    
Abundant בר   Traveler חאר  
Abundant ברב   Handmill הרח  
Ambush באר   Wind, spirit חרו  
Bold ברה   Moon חיר  
Abundant הרב טר    
Defend, quarrel ברו   Trough טרה  

גר   Cast down טיר  
Weave גאר ךר    
Kill גהר   Loins ךר  
Bad, loud ער   Loins ךרכ  
Bad, break ערע   Long ךאר  
Loud ערו  םר  
Break up עיר   Lift up, worm םרמ  



Learn to Read Biblical Hebrew 

113 

 

 
Lift up םאר   Accept הרצ  
Lift up םרא   Run ץרו  
Throw, betray הרמ קר    
Lift up םרו   Thin, spit קר  
Lift up םיר   Thin, spit קרק  

ןר   Empty קרו  
Shout ןר   Spit, green קיר  
Shout ןרנ רר    
Nimble ןאר   Spit רר  
Rattle הרנ   Curse ראר  

סר   Spit, egg white רור 
Dew, pieces סרס שר    
Betroth סאר   Divide שרש  
Break, pull down סהר   Request שאר  
Betroth שאר סר   שאר   

ער   Head שרא  
Companion ער   Permission ארש  
גר ער    Permission הרש  
גר ערע    Needy שרו  

Shepherd הרע   Possession שיר  
גר ערו  בש    
גר עיר    Split בשב  

ףר קש   בשא   
Heal ארפ   Captive השב  
Feeble הרפ   Turn back בשו  
Pulverize ףרו   Sit, dwell ביש  

ץר בס   בשי   
Pieces ץר גש    
Broken pieces ץרצ   Mistake גשג  
Land ץאר   Groan גשא  
Run ארצ   Mistake אשג  
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Mistake השג טש    
Mistake גשו טס   טש   

דש   Flog טשט  
Breast, goat דש   Despise טשא  
Power דשד   Accasia tree השט  
דס דשד  טס   השט   

Ravine דאש   lash, whip טשו  
דס דשה  טס   טשו   
דס השד    Stretch out טיש  

Power דשו ךש    
דס דשי  ךס   ךש   

הש   Bow down, lower ךשכ  
הס הש  ךס   ךשכ   

Gift יש   Wander השכ  
הס יש  ךס   השכ   

Storm השא ךס   ךשו   
Storm השו לש    
False אשו   Draw out לש  
הס אשי    Plunder לשל  
הס אשו    Tamarisk tree לאש  

חש   Ask לשא  
Pit, bow חש   Draw out השל  
חס חש    Shirt לשו  

Pit, bow, submit חשח לס   ושל   
Pit, bow השח םש    
חס השח    Name םש  

Pit, bow חשו   Desolate םשמ  
חס חשו  םס   םשמ   

Empty חיש   Guilt םאש  
חס חשי    High אשמ  
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Onyx םשה קש    
High השמ   Leg קש  
Garlic םשו קס   קש   
םס םשו    Greed, eager קשק  

Desolate םיש קס   קשק   
ןש   Drink השק  

Teeth ןש   Leg, trough, street קשו  
Sharp ןשנ רש    
ןס אשנ    Cord, rope, sinew רש  

Rest, quiet ןשא רס   רש   
Repeat, year השנ   Twist together רשר  
Urine ןשו רצ   רשר   
Sleep ןיש רס   רשר   

סש   Happy ראש  
Plunder סשס רס   ראש   
Plunder סשא   Relative רשא  
Plunder השס רס   רשא   
Plunder סשו   Untie השר  

עש   Over, wall רשו  
Delight, blind עשע רס   רשו   
Watch השע   Straight ריש  
Cry out, deliver עשו   Song רשי  
Free, safe עיש  שש  

ףש   White, six שש 
Serpent ףשפ   Lead, drag אשש  
Quiver ףאש   White ששו  
Draw in wind ףשא ששו סס    
Stand out השפ   Old man שיש  
ףס השפ  תש    

Strike ףשו   Buttock, foundation תש  
Draw in בשא   Banquet השת  
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Set תשי ןת    

בת   Patient, monster ןת  
Box התב   Patient, monster ןתנ  

דת   Gift, wage, donkey ןאת  
Peg, stake דית   Gift, wage התנ  

הת   Permanent, river ןית  
Room את ףת    
Mark, sign ות   Drum ףת  
mark, sign התא   Beat ףתפ  
Empty התה   Spit ףתו  
Mark, sign התו רת    
Empty ותה   Outline רתא  

חת   Travel רתו  
Sink down, bow חתו   Remain, much רית  

ךת שת    
Oppress, bend ךת   He-goat שתי  
Oppress, bend ךתכ     
Bow down, sit התכ     
Middle ךתו     

לת     
Mound לת     
Mound לתל     
Hang, suspend אתל     
Hang, suspend התל     

םת     
Whole, full םת     
Whole, full םתמ     
Twins םתא     
Amaze התמ     
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______________________________________________ 

Adopted roots are three consonant roots that evolved out 

of the parent or child root. The following list will only 

include the adopted roots where all the words derived 

from them are used 25 times or more in the Hebrew Bible.  

Just as in the parent and child root list, this list only 

contains the root and not the words derived from it, 

though the words are closely related in meaning to the 

adopted root.  

While 80% of the words in the Bible are words derived 

from their parent or child roots, another 15% are derived 

from these adopted roots providing a fairly comprehensive 

root dictionary. 
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English Root  English Root 
thousand, chief, join ףאל   bent, vine ןגפ  
covering, clothing דבג   angry, stone, lots לגר  
separate לבד   level, threshing floor ןגר  
choose, select רבח   take away, detract עגר  
cling, trust, secure חבט   cast out שגר  
firstborn, firstfruit רבכ   rain םגש  
wallow, destroy בלע  adhere קדב  
distant, behind דבע   speak, order רדב  
lord, husband לבע   honey שדב  
burn, destroy רבע   weep עדמ  
break, cut, plunder עבצ   tread, way, walk ךדר  
cut off the vine רבצ   fat ןדש  
break-through/open עבק   slaughter, sacrifice חזב  
plow, cattle רבק   remember, male רזכ  
seek, request שבק   cut, divide, sing רזמ  
iron זברל   angry, insolent םזע  
pass, flee חבר   call out, assemble קזע  
knee, bless ךבר   beard, chin, old ןזק  
boil, ripen לבש   rise חזר  
sweet, pleasant םבש   scatter, sow, seed עזר  
flesh, good news רבש   scatter, dish קזר  
boundary לגב   writhe, twist, bind לחב  
high, hill עגב   bind, join רחב  
strong, warrior רגב   bind, gird שחב  
great לגד   bind, gird רחג  
wall, fence רגד   cease, omit לחד  
cut off/down, divide דגז   enclose, chamber רחד  
ripe, wean, camel לגמ   new שחד  
steal בגנ   strong קחז  
rebuke, reproof רגע   fat בחל  
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fat, dream םחל   taste, decree םטע  
pass by ףחל   not yet םטר  
smooth קחל   tear in pieces, feed ףטר  
desire דחמ   heavy, honor, liver דכב  
compassion לחמ   wash, fuller סכב  
violence, injure סחמ   abundant רכב  
rise, ferment רחמ   lamb שכב  
five שחמ   trample שכב  
embalm טחנ   lie, deceive בכז  
dedicate ךחנ   heap back, conceal דכח  
kindness דחס   fail, false, lie שכח  
want, be without רחס   dog, bark, basket בכל  
bend, incline ץחפ   shame םכל  
enclose, village רחצ   bow down, subdue עכנ  
search רחק   wind, corner ףכנ  
dry, wasted בחר   harp, lyre דכנ  
trembled, fear דחר   fool, inward part לכס  
flat nose, devoted םחר   desire, silver ףכס  
autumn, scorn ףחר   cover רכפ  
sharp, wound ץחר   vineyard םכר  
plow, engrave, silent שחר   bow down עכר  
think בחש   cut תכר  
restrain ךחש   totter, stumble לכש  
dark, obscure ךחש   write בכת  
ornament ןחש   shoulder ףכת  
seal up, finish םחת   crown, surround רכת  
marry ןחת   white ןלב  
slaughter, kill חטב   dress, garment שלב  
sink, eminence עטב   eat, battle, bread םלח  
hide ןטמ   press, squeeze ץלח  
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take, catch דלכ   vow רנד  
learn, teach דלמ   separate, withdraw רנז  
mock, scorn גלע   obtain, possess לנח  
take חלק   sigh, comfort םנח  
collect, gather טלק   serpent שנח  
join, attack ךלש   settle, establish ענט  
tongue, speech ןלש   watch, guard, retain רנט  
rain רמט   leave, abandon שנט  
sell, deliver רמכ   opposite חנכ  
salt חמל   strange, alien רנכ  
deliver, eggs טמל   pour out ךנס  
reign, king ךמל   cover ךנס  
present, offering חמנ   pull, break up/out ענס  
restrain, withhold עמנ   tie, fasten לנע  
mix ךמס   pleasant, agreeable םנע  
perverse, treachery למע   shake רנע  
rebel דמר   fall לנפ  
smear, anoint חמש   break into pieces ץנפ  
draw out/away/in ךמש   set, place, erect בנצ  
rule למש   innocent, faithful חנצ  
look טנב   strip, snatch, take לנצ  
wither, fade, foolish לנב   guard רנצ  
dry, desert, south בנג   branch רנצ  
declare, tell, show דנג   spot, speck דקנ 
instrument, song ןנג   avenge, revenge םנק  
touch ענג   go, come around ףנק  
strike, smite ףנג   reach, overtake גנש  
approach, brought שנג   bite, usury ךנש  
willing, impel בנד   arm, battle, arrange קנש  
impel, expel, thrust חנד   saw רנש  
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give ןנת   heel בעק  
break out ענת   exchange בער  
tear, break down ץנת   evening, raven בער  
pluck, draw away קנת   order, prepare ךער  
fold together ךסב   uncircumcised לער  
carry, burden לסב   cunning, subtle םער  
shut רסג   heap םער  
travel, go about רסח   drop, cloud ףער  
foolish לסכ   turn the neck ףער  
forgive חסל   fear, tremble ץער  
flour תסל   green herb בעש  
lean, lay ךסמ   smoke ןעש  
mourn, lament דספ   oppress, violence קעש  
write, scroll רספ   ten רעש  
castrate ססר   smooth, polish תעש  
hide, conceal רסת   ready, prepare דעת  
work, serve דעב   meet, occur, attack עפג  
twist, weave, round תעב   weary, exhausted רפג  
roll, revolve לעג   tremble, fear דפת  
order, arrange, flock רעד   escape טפל  
help רעז   leap, limp, hop חפס  
surround, crown רעט   cut, hew, idol לפס  
hide, eternity םעל   work, wages לפע  
stand דעמ   impel, urge, move םפע  
labor, toil, mischief לעמ   visit דפק  
deep, profound קעמ   separate, divide דפר  
earth, dust רעק   sprout, blossom חפר  
suffer, pain, grieve בעצ   oppress ךפר  
close, strong, bone םעצ   break, divide ספר  
restrain, detain רעצ   break, scatter ץפר  
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break, crush, tear קפר   cut שקר  
scatter, decide שפר   attend, listen בקש  
strip, pull off טפש   bind, tie רקש  
rebel, sin עפש   lie with, copulate ערב  
flax, wick, linen תפש   four ערב  
open חפת   lie down ץרב  
sudden עפת   shake, tremble זרג  
righteous קצד   foot, walk לרג  
pass over, prosper חצל   tremble, sudden ערג  
side עצל   follow after, chase ףרד  
spring, grow up חצמ   wide, spacious ברח  
cry out, assemble קצע   mercy, compassion םרח  
small, young רצע   wash, bathe ץרח  
turn, leap, goat, bird רצפ   distant קרצ  
leprosy, wasp עצר   ride, rider ברכ  
refine ףצר   go about, trade לרכ  
collect, company ץקב   get, gain, acquire שרכ  
bury, sepulcher רקב   tread סרמ  
precede, early, east םקד   creep, reptile שרמ  
separated, devout שקד   hungry ברע  
little, small ןקט   shake, tremble שרע  
burn רקט   murder, slay חרצ  
bind, join רקט   stamp, spread out ערק  
sling, cut/cast out עקל   wicked ערש  
divination םקס   staff, tribe טשב  
anger ףקצ   flow, hair, robe לשב  
draw or come near בקר   satisfy, fill עשב  
bald חקר   seven, swear עשב  
horn ןקר   break רשב  
tear, rend עקר   cease, rest תשב  
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raise, high בשג   measure, horrible רשע  
give presents, bribe דשח   fear, storm, hair רשע  
slaughter, kill טשח   family חשפ  
lion לשח   judge, justice טשפ  
laugh, scorn קשח   pour out ךשפ  
bruise, pound קשח   low לשפ  
black, early, dusk רשח   bright, pleasant רשפ  
corrupt, destroy תשח   rest, quiet טשק  
adversary, hostile ןשט   weigh, weight לשק  
wash, overflow ףשט   cover, covering ףשק  
write רשט   loath, pollute ץשק  
lay down, layer בשכ   lie, false רשק  
forget, neglect חשכ   remnant דשר  
childless לשכ   burn, consume ףשר  
act wisely לשכ   swarm, abound ץשר  
shoulder, journey םשכ   hiss קשר  
rest, dwell ןשכ   weave, comb קשר  
drink full, intoxicate רשכ   root, spring up, origin ששר  
bribe, hire, wage רשכ   weigh, ponder ןתכ  
send חשל   palm tree דתמ  
throw ךשל   abhor, abomination בתע  
entire, complete םשל   strike, nail, note עתק  
draw or pull out ףשל     
three ששל     
destroy דשמ     
fat ןשמ     
hear, obey עשמ     
guard, protect רשמ     
sun, windows ששמ     
lean, rest ןשע     
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